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Fear & Hope

SELECTED TEXTS FROM “RIYAD AL-SALIHIN"
BY.
Imam al-Nawawt

WITH COMMENTS BY:

Muhammad Ibn Salih al-'Uthaymin®

1

Muhammad Ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymin: The author (Imam al-Nawawt), may Allah have mercy on him, writes, “The
Book of Fear,” but fear of what? The fear of Allah ( }>; = ). Anyone who worships Allah must do so while being

fearful yet hopeful of him. When a person thinks about all his sins and all the bad things he has done, he should
feel a sense of fear...yet when he thinks about the forgiveness of Allah, his honoring (of his believing servants), his
kindness and his mercy, he should feel hopeful. So he should always be between fear and hope. But which should
a person feel more, hope or fear? Imam Ahmad said:

An individual’s fear and hope should be the same; if either one overcomes the other, the person could be
ruined. This is because if he is too hopeful, he may then begin to feel safe and secure from Allah’s
punishment, and if he is too fearful, he may then begin to despair of Allah’s mercy. And both of those
conditions are wrong. So his fear (of Allah) and hope (in Allah) should be the same.
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The Book of Fear
VERSES FROM THE QURAN

Allah ( Jw ) says:
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And fear none but me.?
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Surely the grip of your Lord is severe.?
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And such is the seizure of your Lord when he seizes the towns while they
are committing wrong. Indeed, his seizure is painful and severe. In that is
surely a sign for those who fear the punishment of the hereafter. That is a
day on which people will be collected, and that is a day which will be

witnessed. And we do not delay it except for a limited term. On the day

when it comes, no soul shall speak except by his permission. Some among

%2 The Quran, Sarah al- Baqarah, 2:40.
% Sarah al-Burdj, 85:12.
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them will be wretched and (others) blessed. As for those who are wretched,

they will be in the fire, sighing and groaning therein.*

ww\vs)-xxu

And Allah warns you of himself.
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On the Day a man will flee from his brother, from his mother and father,

from his wife and children. Every man that day will have enough to make

him careless of others.®
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Oh mankind, fear your Lord. Indeed, the convulsion of the (final) hour is a
terrible thing. On the day you see it, every nursing mother will be distracted
from whom she was nursing, every pregnant woman will abort her
pregnancy, and you will see the people as if they were intoxicated while

they are not intoxicated; but the punishment of Allah is severe.’

* Strah Had, 11:102-106.
5 Sarah Alf ‘Imran, 3:28.

5 Sgrah ‘Abasa, 80:34-37.
" Sarah al-Hajj, 22:1-2.
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And for him who fears to stand before his Lord, there will be two gardens.®
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And they will approach one another, questioning each other. They will say,
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“We used to be with our families fearful (of Allah). But Allah has been

gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the scorching fire. We

used to call upon him before. Surely he is the Most Kind, the Most

Merciful.”®
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8 Sdrah al-Rahman, 55:46.
° Sarah al-Tar, 52:25-28.

Page 6



The Book of Fear

HADITH 1

Ibn Mas'dd (s &I .5, ) said: The messenger of Allah (L., «ks & L), the truthful and

the receiver of truth, informed us:
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The creation of each one of you is brought together in his mother's womb for
forty days as a drop. Then he is a clot of blood for a similar period, then a lump of
flesh for a similar period. The angel is then sent to him who blows the soul into
him, and he (the angel) is commanded with four decreed matters: to write down
his livelihood, his life span, his actions, and whether his end is wretched or
happy. | swear by the one (Allah) other than whom there is no god, one of you
may behave like the people of Paradise until there is only an arm’s length
between him and it, but that which has been written overtakes him, so he

behaves like the people of the fire until he enters it. And one of you may behave
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like the people of the fire until there is but an arm’s length between him and it, but

that which has been written overtakes him, so he behaves like the people of

Paradise until he enters it.**

/A 1/
9.0,

N
A4

10 Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
" bn al-‘Uthaymin: The author mentions this hadith so that we may feel both a sense of fear and hope. We should

be fearful of trials and tribulations that may affect our religion. For this, a person must always ask Allah to help us
remain firm. The prophet ( .L.; <\ &1 L) used to say:

- - o oy, ﬂﬂ.o B a,", _
(Elsy Je B el opdall Clas b
Oh Turner of Hearts, make my heart firm on your religion.
[al-Tirmidht, “Sahith Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 2792) by al-Albani]
And:
- P - . 22 o, £20 /"/‘;’}&
(el Jo L5 O o osddll O as V.@.U\ )
Oh Allah, Changer of Hearts, change our hearts toward your obedience.
[Muslim]

He used to say those prayers yet he is the prophet ( V‘L”f e _,Lp )! We also learn from these hadith that we

should not despair or feel hopelessness for someone who may disbelieve in Allah or who may be deeply involved
in major sins. Perhaps Allah may guide such a person at the last moment of his life so that he dies upon Islam.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 2

lbn Mas'Gd ( «s 41 .5, ) Narrated that Allah’s messenger ( L. «ls &l L) said:
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Hell will be brought on that day having seventy thousand reins. Each rein will

have seventy thousand angels pulling it.*?

12 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 3

al-Nu'man Ibn Bashir ( Lgs &l ;) said: | heard Allah’s messenger ( o1, ol &1 Lo )

say:
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The person from the people of Hell with the lightest punishment on the Day of
Resurrection will be a man who will have two coals placed under the soles of his
feet from which his brain will boil. He will believe that no one else is receiving a

harsher punishment that his yet he is the least punished among them.* 4

N, / N
A /Jf[ /J’«

Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.

*1bn al- -‘Uthaymin: This individual will see himself as the one receiving the worst torment yet he is actually the least
punished. This is because were he to see others (and the severe punishments they receive), he might realize the
ease he is in compared to others and he might feel some sense of consolation by that. But he will think he is the
most severely punished person by Allah—we seek protection with Allah—so he will feel more anguish, more
psychological distress. For this reason, the prophet ( (,L, e &l ij) mentioned this hadith as a warning to his

nation from the torment of the fire.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 4

Samurah Ibn Jundub ( <s 41 ., ) Narrated that the prophet (L. «ls &1 L) said:
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For some of them the fire will reach their ankles, for others the fire will reach their

knees, others to their waists, and for others the fire will reach their throats.®
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15 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 5

lon ‘Umar (L &l ;) said that the messenger of Allah (L., «ls &1 Lo ):
o,}}’:, . - OF - °o - FCIE P S .- &, . <% w 2 ] ﬁi,
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People will stand before the Lord of creations until one of them will sink in his

own sweat, it reaching to his ears.®

i
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'® Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 6

Anas (s &l ;) said: The messenger of Allah ( .L.; o\ 41 JL-) gave us a sermon like |

had never heard before. He said:

z 7 oo ., . % 7 o 8° . {270% . . 870,07
((\ﬁsr;;ﬂjmr;iwvi;\uuﬁujj»

If you all knew what | know, you would laugh little and cry much.

The companions of Allah’s messenger ( 1., «\s 41 JL-) then covered their faces and the

sound of crying was heard.

In another narration of the same hadith but with a different wording, Anas said: The
messenger of Allah ( ,l., «ls &l L) heard something about his companions upon

which he addressed them, saying:

-, 0% /gO

v.l.f—i / dj.o.lxjjjcfwj‘j}‘Jr#gj‘v.lﬁcju‘j@‘&;ua.ﬂﬁ»
Paradise and the fire were shown to me, and | have never seen until today such

good and evil. If you knew what | know, you would laugh little and cry much.
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(Anas continued:) There had not come upon the companions of Allah’s messenger ( &ﬂ
Vi“ﬁ «le &) a day more harder upon them than that day. They covered their faces and

the sound of crying could be heard from them.*’
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" Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 7

Migdad ( «e & ey ) said: | heard the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl uft.p) say:

-0, 8 o ~0 8
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The sun will come so close to creatures on the Day of Resurrection that there

would be left only a distance of one mil between them...

Sulaym lbn ‘Amir, one of the narrators reporting from Migdad, said, “By Allah, | do not
know if he meant by |.. (mf) the distance of land (a mile) or the mil which is used to

apply kohl to eyes (which, in Arabic, is the same word).”

o ., o %o _ o.0 ~ ’{ﬂ/o/aﬂcf”//o . . 0% o: “. 2 @ ﬂ.’q,f
é/oﬂwz/o 22 °2 0 . 080 . o,‘i, ’}.’“/o/o)qo/ o/,°;¢ /{ﬂ/
(U] Goall aazedy o s sl I 050 o s 4555 I 0sSe
...S0 people will be in sweat in accordance with their deeds. For some, it will rise
to their ankles, some to their knees, some to their waists, and for some of them,

sweat will reach their mouths.

Allah’s messenger ( L., «ls a1 L) then held his hand up to his mouth.*®

/q /q
oL e

18 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 8

AbU Hurayrah ( s & &;,:)) narrated that the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl ui.a) said:

. o o, 07z oﬂi/, £ .0 . % .0 . 8
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People will sweat on the Day or Resurrection so much that their sweat will sink

seventy arm lengths into the ground yet it will still reach up to their ears.*®

!9 Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 9

Abl Hurayrah ( «s &l .5, ) said: We were once with Allah’s messenger ( L., «ls &l L)

when we heard a loud crashing sound. He asked:

~ 08%0 _. 0 .
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Do you know what that was?

We replied, “Allah and his messenger know better.” He explained:

d/@.:\w}dY\)U\deL;;@;};.;L;JFu\Jﬂﬁ)@\dem;spgi.;r_;-\.ua»
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That was a rock which was thrown into the fire seventy years ago. It has since

been falling in the fire and just now reached the bottom and you heard its crash.?

% Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 10

‘AdT Ibn Hatim (<= &1 ,5,) narrated that the messenger of Allah ((.L, e Al uft.p) said:

<
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Each one of you will be spoken to by his Lord with no interpreter between them.
A person will look to his right and will see nothing but what he had previously
done (of deeds). He will look to his left and see nothing but what he had
previously done, and he will look in front of him and see nothing but the fire in
front of his face. So protect yourselves from the fire even by giving half a date (in
charity).?

[/ \’[/

91O L

L Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 11

Abl Dharr (<= 41 ,,) said that the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl uft.p) said:

Gkt OF I 555 il \Jhb"wﬂ'hv/’tw’”}‘o,f‘yuw\d\»
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| see what you do not see. The heaven has creaked and it has every right to do so.
There is no space of even four fingers in it except that there is an angel who is bowing
his forehead before Allah ( s ). By Allah, if you knew what | know, you would laugh
little, cry much, and you would not enjoy women in beds. You would all go out to an

open space praying to Allah (for forgiveness).?

22 Recorded by al-Tirmidht, and al-Albant said it is hasan in “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 1882).
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 12

Abi Barzah Nadlah Ibn ‘Ubayd al-AslamT ( «s &l ., ) said: Allah’s messenger ( &l Lo
s ls) said:
upj‘_}.ev...em.b s L;QMLZ;TQQNLLZJQL;;QLBBJJ}EW

o . o . . 27708 . . 2. .°

((o%\rﬁwup)¢¢w\rsjw‘u;\uﬂdu

A servant’s two feet will not move (on the Day of Resurrection) until he is asked
about his life—how he spent it, about his knowledge—what he did with it, about
his wealth—how he earned it and how he spent it, and about his body—how he

used it.%> 24

@ N
A /Jf[ /J’«

Recorded by al-Tirmidht, and al-Albant said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 1970).

*Ibn al- -‘Uthaymin: To summarize, when people read these hadith and others similar to them that the author did not
mention, a true believer feels a sense of fear and takes them as a warning. The only thing standing between every
individual and these events is the time he remains in this life before his life ends. He then enters the realm of
reward or punishment because the time of action is then over.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 13

Abt Said al-KhudrT («s il ;) narrated that the messenger of Allah (L. <l &1 L)

said:

0 5 A R 5 5 5 L T
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How can | feel at ease when the angel of the horn has already put his lips to the

horn, listening for the command to blow it?

It is as if hearing this was very hard on the companions of Allah’s messenger ( ! 61.;

s L) 50 he told them:

-0 _ 8@ ~80 _
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Say, “Allah is sufficient for us and he is the best one to rely on, so upon Allah we

rely.”®
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% Recorded by al-Tirmidhi, and al-Albani said it is authentic in “Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidht” (no. 1980).
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 14

Abi Hurayrah (s &l 2, ) said that Allah’s messenger (L. «ls &1 L) said:

z

RN uum\mowi@fm&é;\ ey ¢ sl L L
«a;;,_S\gdj\

Whoever is afraid (of something), he leaves in the early part of the night (to flee

it); and whoever leaves early at night reaches his destination. The merchandise

of Allah is certainly precious. The merchandise of Allah is surely Paradise. 2° %’

Ny ,r/
‘/J @ o

% Recorded by al-Tirmidh, and al-AlbanT said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan al-TirmidhT” (no. 1993).
#1bn al-‘Uthaymin: The Arabic word used here (’GjST) means to set forth during the early part of the night. When
someone begins his travels early in the night, it shows the concern and respect he has for his journey and that he
takes it seriously. Whoever is like this, he should then reach his intended destination.

“Merchandise” is the goods or commodities people offer in business. Allah offers Paradise for his servants to buy;
he says:

SRS AT (,_@M\ SRR RIS

Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their property in exchange for Paradise.
[Sdrah al-Tawbah, 9:111]

So whoever has within in his heart the fear of Allah, he would do righteous deeds which would save him from
what he fears.
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The Book of Fear

HADITH 15

‘Aishah (Lgs a1 ;) said: | heard the messenger of Allah (L., «ls a1 o) say:

z - w .0, & @ £, 0o &

( :Y;.G 3‘;9 SL;.; f\:oL:g.H £ J"u‘ )

Mankind will be resurrected barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised.?®

| asked him, “Messenger of Allah, women and men together (like that) looking at each

other?” He replied:

“ 4,e 028 20fo0 §. 20z, 2.
(NS gog O o A5 SIS b

‘Aishah, the circumstances will be so severe that such a thing would not concern

them.

And in another narration, the wording has come as:

8 |bn al-‘Uthaymin: People will rise from their graves in the same state as the day their mothers gave birth to them
(barefoot, naked, uncircumcised), being complete in their creations, as Allah says:

(oL s Oicfous )

Just as we began the first creation, we will repeat it.
[Sdrah al-Anbiya, 21:104]

As for ‘Aishah’s asking if men and women will be able to see the private areas of their bodies, he said, “The
circumstances will be so severe that such a thing would not concern them...” The circumstances will be extremely
terrifying, so much so that no one would care to look at anyone else:

Everyone that day will have enough to make him careless of others.
[Sdrah ‘Abasa, 80:37]

Page 23



o, 0% o £

o, < o02s832s c//“. o §.5205%
«U’a‘&{gfsl("'@"ﬂ'*'{]b“id‘ ufﬁ\ JAY\ )
The circumstances will be more serious than for people to be looking at one

another.?®

/A 1/2]
oL

# Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope
VERSES FROM THE QURAN

Allah ( Jw ) says:

p -
-0 . © -

a1 0Ll & (e 1yl Y i e 10 L) el 5
e 581 5 8 Gaa S50
Say: Oh my servants who have transgressed against themselves (by
sinning), do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Certainly Allah forgives all

sins. Surely, it is he who is the Forgiving, the Merciful.”*°

SO 3o
And we do not punish any but the ungrateful ones.*
€ 55 D38 e LB Ll BT ) o 3560 )

<
-

Indeed, it has been revealed to us that the punishment will be upon

whoever denies and turns away.*

o. &% o . . ~ 0 . )
SPPCHCRONITRERSTS

And my mercy encompasses all things.3* 3

%0 The Quran, Sdrah al-Zumar, 39:53.

51 Sgrah Saba, 34:17.

%2 Sarah TaHa, 20:48.

% Strah al-A'raf, 7:156.

3 Ibn al-‘Uthaymin: After the author wrote “The Book of Fear,” he then mentions “The Book of Hope.” It is as if he is
more on the fearful side or perhaps he is saying that if you find yourself overcome with fear, then open the door of
hope. He then mentions some verses from the Quran and some hadith, from them is the statement of Allah: {Say:
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Oh my servants who have transgressed against themselves (by sinning), do not despair of the mercy
of Allah...}

These verses were revealed regarding those who repent after committing sins. Whoever repents to Allah, he will
forgive them no matter how great the sin may be... As for those who do not actually repent to Allah for their sins,
Allah says:

2 ) SUS 55 U ikl a4 ) of ik Y iy b
Surely Allah does not forgive that someone worships others along with him, but he forgives less

than that for whomever he wants.
[Sdrah al-Nisa, 4:48]

So for those who did not repent for their sins, if their sin was one of disbelief then Allah will not forgive that. If it was
something less than that, however, it is then up to Allah — if he wants Allah may punish him or he may forgive him.
However, if the sins were minor sins, then those are forgiven or expiated by things such as avoiding the major sins
and other good deeds.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 1

‘Ubadah Ibn as-Samit (<= a1 ., ) said that Allah’s messenger ( (.Lj ale &l ufu) said:

-

2% e G oo,
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Whoever testifies that nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone
having no partner and Muhammad is his servant and messenger; and that Jesus
is the servant of Allah and his messenger and Allah’s word which he directed to

Mary and a soul from him; that Paradise is true and the fire is true; Allah will

admit him into Paradise no matter what his deeds may be.*®

And in “Sahth Muslim,” there is a similar narration:
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Whoever testifies that nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allah and
Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, Allah will make the fire forbidden for him.
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% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 2

Ab Dharr ( «s &1 ,.5,) said that the prophet (L., «ls &1 L) said:
;\J»;e wb s'-L>- u.a‘g c.b)\ j\ L/@JL:T;:;‘LDMD LLP-U.A bl dj.b )
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Allah says, “Whoever does a good deed will have ten times reward for it or even
more. And whoever does a bad deed will have a single bad deed for it or | will
forgive it. Whoever comes close to me a hand-span, | will come close to him an
arm’s length; and whoever comes close to me an arm’s length, | will come close
to him the distance of two outstretched arms. Whoever comes to me walking, |
will come to him running. And whoever meets me with the earth full of sins but
associated nothing with me in worship, | will meet him with as much

forgiveness.”®
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% Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 3

Jabir ( «s &l ;) said that a Bedouin came to the prophet ( 1., <l 4 L) and said,

“What are the two promises to be fulfilled?” He ((.L, ale bl Q:L.p) replied:

o -
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Whoever dies without associating anything in worship with Allah will enter
Paradise, and whoever dies associating anything in worship with Him will enter

the fire.®’

%" Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 4

Anas ( <= &l 5,) narrated that while Mu&’dh was riding behind the prophet ( <l & u,u
WLJ ), the prophet said to him, “Oh, Mua'dh.” Mua’dh replied, “At your service,
messenger of Allah, and at your pleasure.” The prophet ( rl‘”f ale u.\.p ) again said,
“Oh, Mua’dh,” and Mua’dh again replied, “At your service, messenger of Allah, and at
your pleasure.” The prophet ( L., «ls 4 L) said a third time, “Oh, Mua’dh.” He again
replied, “At your service, messenger of Allah, and at your pleasure.” Then the prophet

(oes ads a1 L) said:
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No worshipper testifies that nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allah

and that Muhammad is his servant and messenger — and he truly believes this in

his heart — except that Allah will prevent him from (entering) the fire.

Mua’dh then asked, “Oh messenger of Allah, should I tell people so they can rejoice at

this?” He answered:

o’q A, z
(1 IS5 13

They would then rely solely on this.
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When Mua’dh was dying, he finally told this hadith for fear of the sin of concealing any

religious knowledge.® *°

% Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
% bn al-‘Uthaymin: The author then mentions several hadith related to this topic. All of them are hadith that should
instill within people a strong sense of hope in Allah ( /-5 5+ ) so that a person meets his Lord, hoping for his mercy,

his hope being stronger than his fear (at the time of death).
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 5

Abu Hurayrah or Abl Sa'ld al-KhudrT ( Luge &1 ,»,) — the narrator was in doubt as to the
companion who reported this hadith, however there is no harm in this since all of the

companions are trustworthy — said:

During the Battle of Tabik, the people participating became very hungry. So they
asked, “Oh messenger of Allah, if you allow us, we could slaughter our animals
and eat from them and use their fat.” So Allah’s messenger said, “Do so.” Upon
this, ‘Umar came and said, “Messenger of Allah, if you do so, we will suffer from
lack of transportation. Instead, tell them all to bring whatever food they now have
and call upon Allah to bless it, perhaps Allah will put blessings in the food for the
people.” The messenger of Allah, agreed saying, “Yes.” He then called for a mat,
spread it out, and asked people to bring their remaining food. So people began
bringing food: a man with a handful of corn, another with a handful of dates,
another with a piece of bread. They continued until a small portion of food was
collected on the mat. Allah’s messenger then prayed for blessings then said,
“Take it into your bowls.” So everyone began filling up their bowls until no empty
bowl was left in the camp. They then all ate to their fill and there was still some

food left over. The messenger of Allah then ( L. «ls &1 L) said:
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| testify that there is nothing worthy of worship except Allah and that | am the

messenger of Allah. Any worshipper who meets Allah with those two

(statements, beliefs) having no doubt in them, he will not be prevented from

Paradise.*°

9 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 6

‘Itban Ibn Malik («e &1 .5, ), one of those companions who witnessed the Battle of Badr,

said:

| used to lead my people, Bani Salim, in prayer. But there was a valley between
them and me; when it rained, it became difficult for me to cross it to reach their
mosque. So | came to Allah’s messenger ( (.L, ale Al dl.a ) and said, “I have weak
eyesight and the valley between me and my people floods when it rains which
makes it difficult for me to cross it. So, | would like you to come and pray in my
house so | could then take that place as a place of prayer.” The messenger of
Allah (Lo s &1 L) replied, “I will do so.” The next morning, when the sun had
risen high, the messenger of Allah and Abl Bakr ( <« &1 .5, ) came to me. Allah’s
messenger ( (,i.u} ole _;L, ) asked for permission to come in, then asked,
“‘Where in your house would you like me to pray?” | pointed to the place | wanted
him to pray, so he stood, pronounced, “Allahu akbar’ to begin the prayer, and we
all lined up behind him. He then prayed two units of prayer and said the Salam
after which we also said the Salam to conclude the prayer. | then detained him to
stay for a meal of khazirah (a type of flour cooked with oil) that was prepared for
him. When all the neighbors heard that the messenger of Allah ( ‘,.Lj ale Al bj..p)
was at my house, they began arriving until a large gathering of men were in my
house. One of them asked about a man who was not present, saying, “What is

with Malik? | don’t see him here?” Another man replied, “He is a hypocrite and
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has no love for Allah and his messenger.”” So Allah’s messenger

(pos ads a1 L) said:

2.
.
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Do not say that. Do you not know that he says, “Nothing has the right to be

worshipped except Allah,” and he does so seeking the face of Allah ( Js )?

The man replied, “Allah and his messenger know best. But as for us, by Allah we
never see him befriending or talking to anyone but the hypocrites.” Allah’s

messenger (L., <\ 41 L) then replied:
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No doubt, Allah has made forbidden for the fire anyone who says, “Nothing

deserves worship but Allah,” seeking by that only the face of Allah.*!
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*I Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 7

‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab ( s 4l g@) said that some prisoners came with the prophet ( uu
ri“ﬁ «ls ) and among them was a woman who was searching anxiously. When she

found a young child, she took it, placed it near her chest and breastfed the child. The

messenger of Allah ( 1., <\ &i L) then asked:

O 3 LA b 31 ala 03551

Do you think this woman would ever throw her own child into the fire?

The people said, “No, by Allah.” He then said:

- <. . (<] - £ . o0¢ ’:
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Allah is even more merciful to his worshippers than this woman is to her own
child.*>
Ve

N
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*2 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

“ Ibn al-‘Uthaymin: This is from the complete mercy of Allah, and the signs of his mercy among his creation are
many. The many blessings we witness upon us are from the signs of his mercy, the greatest of which is the
blessing of Islam. Allah has allowed entire nations to remain misguided without Islam, yet he has guided his
believing servants to it. That is the greatest of all blessings. Another sign of his mercy is that he sent messengers
to creation to give good news as well as warnings to people about the hereafter so that there would be no excuse

for not believing after the messengers have come.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 8

Abi Hurayrah (s &l 2, ) said that Allah’s messenger (L. «ls &1 L) said:
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When Allah created the creations, he wrote in a book that is with him over his

throne, “My mercy surely prevails over my anger.”
In another wording of this hadtth:

( oaé Code

“...is more than my anger.”

And yet in another wording:

. 0 T
(g2 S )
..precedes my anger.”*

/s
200

* Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 9

Abi Hurayrah also said: | heard Allah’s messenger (  l.; «ls a1 JLo) say:
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Allah has divided mercy into one hundred parts; he retained with himself ninety-
nine parts and sent down to earth only one part. From this one part, creatures
are merciful to one another, so much so that an animal lifts its hoof over its young

in order not to hurt it.

And in another wording of the hadtth:
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Allah has one hundred parts of mercy out of which he sent only one part down

among the Jinn, people, animals, and insects. Because of that one part of mercy,

they are compassionate and merciful to one another and because of it, even wild
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animals are kind to their young. But Allah has preserved ninety-nine parts of

mercy to deal mercifully with his worshippers on the Day of Resurrection.*

And in yet another narration of this hadtth in “Sahth Muslim” but reported by Salman al-

FarisT (s &l ., ), Allah’s messenger (L. «ls &1 L) said:
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Allah ( i ) has one hundred parts of mercy. Because of one part of mercy, the
creation behaves mercifully among themselves. But ninety-nine parts are for the

Day of Resurrection.

And in another wording:
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Allah created one hundred parts of mercy on the day he created the heavens and
the earth. Each part of mercy could encompass all that is between the heaven
and the earth. Of them, he put one part of mercy on earth by which a mother has

compassion for her children and animals and birds have compassion for one

* Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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another. But on the Day of Resurrection, he will complete (his mercy) with the

other parts of mercy.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 10

Abl Hurayrah also reported that the prophet ( L., «ls &l L. ) narrated the following

from his Lord ( Jss 8,5 ):
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A worshipper committed a sin and said, “Oh Allah, forgive me for my sin.” So
Allah ( Js; 8, ) said, “My worshipper committed a sin but he knows he has a
Lord who forgives sins and punishes for them.” The man then committed another
sin and said, “My Lord, forgive me for my sin.” Allah again said, “My worshipper
committed a sin but he knows he has a Lord who forgives sins and punishes for
them.” The man again committed a sin and again said, “My Lord, forgive me for
my sin,” thereupon Allah said, “My worshipper committed a sin but he knows he
has a Lord who forgives sins and punishes for them. | have forgiven my servant

so let him do as he wishes.”*®

“® Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The statement of Allah ( i ), ¢ so let him do as he wishes ) means: As long as he
continues in this manner, committing a sin and then immediately repenting, | will forgive
him. Certainly repentance makes up for what has preceded.*’

Ny ,r/
‘/J @ o

“"bn al-‘Uthaymin: This is an encouragement that when someone sins and asks Allah for forgiveness with sincerity
and a heart that is certain of Allah’s mercy, Allah will then forgive him.
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Say: Oh my servants who have transgressed against themselves (by sinning), do not despair of the

mercy of Allah. Surely Allah forgives all sins. He is certainly the Forgiving, the Merciful.
[Sdrah al-Zumar, 39:53]
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 11

Abl Hurayrah (<= &1 ., ) reported that the prophet ( (.L, ale bl ui.a) said:

¢Zﬁj:3:r}u;u-j‘v_§;m\w.u<\}:x;_5 ‘9:)‘;:’.‘_5:"“&6:)"”‘5»

o_o 7

«v.éjw JL}U&MQ}M

| swear by the one in whose hand my soul is (Allah), were you not to commit
sins, Allah would replace you with a people who would commit sins and then
seek forgiveness from Allah and Allah would forgive them.*®
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“8 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 12

Abl Ayyub Khalid ibn Zayd ( «c &l ) ) reported that he heard Allah’s messenger
(ri.u‘gc\?ls«i\)hjup) say:
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Were you not to commit sins, Allah would create people who would commit sins

and ask for forgiveness and he would forgive them.*

9 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 13

Abl Hurayrah (<= &1 .2, ) narrated: We were once sitting with the messenger of Allah
((ols ols @ o) and AbG Bakr and ‘Umar ( Lugs &l s, ) were among us. Allah’s
messenger then got up and left. We waited a long time for him to return and then
became worried about his safety that he may have gotten attacked without us being
there. So we got scared and got up. | was the first to become alarmed so | went out to
look for the messenger of Allah ( (.Lj ale Al _;La) until | found him near a garden wall

which belonged to the Ansar. He (L., «ls 41 L) then said to me:
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Go, and anyone you meet beyond this wall who believes and says, “Nothing has

the right to be worshipped but Allah” having complete conviction of it in his heart,
give him the good news of Paradise.*
e

e
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%0 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 14

“Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As reported that the prophet ( .L.; «ls 41 L) once recited the

verse in which Prophet Abraham said:

//0/

My Lord, they have surely led many people astray. So whoever follows me,

then he is surely of me.**

And he recited the verse in which Prophet Jesus said:
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If you punish them, they are your slaves, and if you forgive them, then you,

only you, are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.*?

The prophet ( VLJ ale &l L;1.4) then raised his hands and said:

(6,, 6:,?;,._@),5\»

Oh Allah, my nation, my nation (save them).

And he then began to cry. Allah then said:

51 Sarah Ibrahim, 14:36.
52 Sgrah al-Ma'idah, 5:118.
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(Angel) Jibril, go to Muhammad and, although your Lord knows best, ask what

makes him cry.

So Angel Jibril came to the prophet and asked him why he was crying, and the

messenger of Allah told him why, although Allah knew it well. Allah then told Jibr1l:
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Oh Jibr1l, go back to Muhammad and tell him, “We will please you regarding your

nation and will not cause you to be unhappy.”®
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%3 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 15

Muadh Ibn Jabal (s &i .5, ) said: | was once riding behind the prophet ( L., «ls &1 L)

on a donkey and he asked:
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Oh Muadh, do you know what Allah’s right upon his servants is and what the

servants’ right upon Allah is?

| replied, “Allah and his messenger know better.” He (VLJ ale &l Lsi.é) said:
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Allah’s right upon servants is that they worship him and do not associate
anything with him (in worship), and the servants’ right upon Allah is that he does

not punish anyone who does not associate anything with him (in worship).

| then asked him, “Messenger of Allah, should | not give people this good news?” He

answered:
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Do not inform them because they may then rely solely on this.>*

% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
% Ibn al-‘Uthaymin: The meaning of this is that if you inform them of this, they may rely solely on it and not fulffill
what Allah has ordered them to do or they may then not perform the extra acts of worship. However, Muadh later

informed people of this hadith before his death out of fear of the sin for concealing any aspect of religious
knowledge.

In his statement: ¢ Do not inform them because they may then rely solely on this ) there is a warning to not rely
solely on this fact. Rather, a person must know that he is still obliged to actually worship Allah.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 16

al-Bara Ibn ‘Azib (Lgs &l ) reported that the prophet ( (.L, e Al ui.a) said:
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When a Muslim is asked in the grave and he testifies that nothing deserves
worship but Allah and that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, that is the
meaning of his (Allah’s) statement ( Jls ): Allah will keep firm those who

believe with the word that stands firm in this world and in the

Hereafter. #5657
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*% Sirah Ibrahim, 14:27.
" Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 17

Anas ( ws #J) reported that Allah’s messenger ( (.L, ade Al ufu) said:
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When a disbeliever does a good deed, he is given food for it as nourishment in
this life. As for a believer, Allah will save his good deeds for him in the Hereafter,
and he will follow it up with sustenance in this life according to his obedience. *®
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%8 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 18

Jabir (< &l ey ) reported that Allah’s messenger ( (.Lj ale A ;La) said:
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The five prayers are like a great running river in front of your door from which you

wash every day five times.>®

%9 Recorded by Muslim.

Page 52



The Book of Hope

HADITH 19

Ibn ‘Abbas (Lugs ! ) ) said: | heard the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale dl ui.a) saying:
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Any Muslim man who dies and forty men who do not associate anything in
worship with Allah stand for his funeral prayer, Allah will accept their intercession
for him.®°
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%9 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 20

Ibn Mas'd ( «= &l .5, ) said: There were about forty of us with Allah’s messenger ( L

WLJ s &) in @ camp when he said:
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Would you be pleased to be one-fourth of all the people of Paradise?

We answered, “Yes.” He then asked:
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Would you be pleased to be one-third of all the people of Paradise?

Again we answered, “Yes.” He ((,_Lj ale &l 61—&) then said:
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| swear by the one in whose hand is Muhammad’s soul, | hope that you will be

half of the inhabitants of Paradise. That is because no one will enter Paradise

except a Muslim, and you all compared to the people who associate others with
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Allah in worship are like a single white hair on the skin of a black ox or a black

hair on the skin of a red ox.5% 62

% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

%2 |pn al-‘Uthaymin: (| hope that you will be half of the inhabitants of Paradise ) meaning half of all the inhabitants of
Paradise from this nation and the other half from all the other religious nations before us. This indicates how
numerous this nation will be because it is the last religious nation to come and will remain until the Day of
Resurrection.

There has even come a narration in “al-Sunan” (of al-Tirmidht) and “al-Musnad” (of Imam Ahmad) that the levels of
Paradise will be one hundred twenty in number; eighty will be occupied by this nation.
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The people of Paradise will occupy one hundred twenty levels, eighty of which will be occupied by this nation
and forty for the other nations.
[al-AlbanT said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidht” (no. 2065).]
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 21

Abu Musa al-Ash’art (« &l »,) said that the messenger of Allah ( (.L, ale &l uft.p) said:
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On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will deliver to every Muslim a Jew or a

Christian and say, “This is your ransom from the fire.”®®

In another narration from Abd Masé al-Ash’arT, the prophet ( (.L} ale &l L;l.p) said:
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On the Day of Resurrection, some Muslims will come with sins like mountains

and yet Allah will forgive them.®*

% Recorded by Muslim.
% Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 22

lon ‘Umar (L &1 ;) said: | heard Allah’s messenger ( L. «ls &1 L) saying:
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A believer will be brought close to his Lord on the Day of Resurrection until he
places his screen over the person. He will make the person confess his sins,
saying, “Do you recognize this sin? Do you recognize that sin?” and the person
will answer, “My Lord, | recognize (them).” Allah will say, “I concealed them for
you in life, and | forgive you for them today.” The person will then be given his
record of good deeds.®®
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% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 23

Anas ( «s &l s, ) said: A man came to the prophet ( .l.; <k & ) and said,

“‘Messenger of Allah, | committed a crime so establish the prescribed punishment on

me.” The time for prayer then came in and the man prayed with the messenger ( ! ul.p

(.L} «ls ). When the prayer finished, he again said, “Messenger of Allah, | certainly

committed a crime so establish the book of Allah upon me.” The prophet ( L &l GL;

L5 ) asked him:

€ )l s & a> Ja

Did you attend the prayer with us?
The man answered, “Yes.” So he (L., «ls a1 L) told him:

P 2.
«g_UJ,;_’o_L;»

It has already been forgiven for you.®®

JG

% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 24

Anas ( ws ey ) narrated that the messenger of Allah ( (.L, ale dl ui.a) said:
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Allah is surely pleased with the servant when he eats a bite and thanks him

(Allah) for it or he takes a drink and thanks him for it.®’
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%7 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 25

Abli MUsa ( «s &l ., ) narrated that the prophet (L. «ls a1 L) said:
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Allah ( Js ) stretches out his hand at night so that the one who commits sins

during the day can repent, and he stretches out his hand during the day so that

the one who commits sins at night can repent. (He continues this) until the sun

rises from the west.%®

% Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 26

Abl Najih ‘Amr Ibn ‘Absah al-Sulami ( <= &1 ., ) said: | asked, “Prophet of Allah, tell me
about washing for prayer.” He ( .L.; «ls &1 L) said:
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Any man among you who begins washing for prayer (wudli) and washes his
mouth and nose, the sins of his face, mouth, and nose are washed away. Then
when he washes his face as Allah commands, the sins of his face are washed
away with the water from the tips of his beard. He then washes his hands up to
the elbows and the sins of his hands are washed away with the water from his
fingertips. He then wipes his head and the sins of his head are washed away with
the water from the tips of his hair. He then washes his feet up to the ankles and
the sins of his legs are washed away with the water from the tips of his toes.

Then if he stands to prayer, praising Allah, glorifying him and proclaiming his
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greatness as he (Allah) deserves and he devotes his heart to Allah, he emerges

sinless just as the day his mother gave birth to him.®®

% Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 27

Abu Musa al-Ash’art (« & »,) narrated that the prophet ( (,L, ale &l uft.p) said:
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If Allah wants mercy for a (religious) nation, he takes its prophet (in death) before
they die. So he (Allah) makes him a predecessor to be followed for the nation.
And if he wants to destroy a nation, he punishes it while its prophet is alive. He
destroys it while he is alive and witnesses it so that he is satisfied with its

destruction because they disbelieved in him and disobeyed him."”®
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"0 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 28

Abl Hurayrah (<= &1 ) reported that the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl uft.p) said:
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Allah ( J=s 5+ ) said, “l am as my worshipper thinks of me, and | am with him when
he mentions me.” By Allah, Allah is more pleased with the repentance of his
worshipper than one of you who unexpectedly finds in the desert his lost riding
animal (with all of his supplies on it). (Allah continues,) “Whoever comes closer to
me a hand-span, | come closer to him an arm’s length; and whoever comes
closer to me an arm’s length, | come closer to him the length of two outstretched

arms; and if he comes to me walking, | come to him running.”* "

" Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim.
" 1bn al-‘Uthaymin: Allah is as his worshipper expects him to be. If someone expects him to be good, he is so; if
someone expects him to be otherwise, then perhaps he will be.

So when should a worshipper expect good from Allah? He has good expectations of Allah when he does the things
that result in Allah’s blessings and his mercy. For example, if someone does a good deed, he expects good from
Allah in that he will accept the person’s good deed. As for having good expectations of Allah but the person does
no good deeds (correct beliefs, actions, etc.) then that is false, wishful thinking. If a person allows himself to follow
his desires yet simply has this type of wishful thinking about Allah, this is useless.

The prophet ( (..L) e Ljﬂa) then tells us that Allah is more generous and honoring of his worshipper than the

person is of Allah. When someone comes closer to Allah a hand-span, he comes closer to the person an arm’s
length...so Allah is more generous than his servant, honors his servant more, and is quicker to return and answer
his servant than the person is of his Lord.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 29

Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullah (Lgs &1 ;) narrated that he heard the prophet (L. «ls &1 [Lo) say

three days before he died:

2 o 8 .8 . ofs. ¢4
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Let none of you die except while he has good expectations of Allah.”

3 Recorded by Muslim.
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The Book of Hope

HADITH 30

Anas ( ws ey ) said: | heard Allah’s messenger ( rl‘”f ale bl ufu) say:
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Allah ( i ) said, “Son of Adam, as long as you call upon me and hope in me, |
will forgive you for whatever you have done and | will not mind. Son of Adam, if
you sins were to reach as high as the sky but you ask for my forgiveness, | would
forgive you and | would not mind. Son of Adam, if you were to come to me with
as much as the earth full of sins but you were to meet me not associating
anything with me in worship, | would come to you with just as much

forgiveness.”’*

/-
(-

N
hd

[/q
2y

Somy
A
S

Ny
2
\ Y4

By

" Recorded by al-TirmidhTt. al-Albant said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 2805).
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Combining Fear and Hope

VERSES FROM THE QURAN

Allah, the Most High, says:

SNy PHRE R AE

No one feels secure from the plan of Allah except the losers.”

But he ( Js ) also said:

ij@‘fﬁ‘&\w\cj)wu;bym\ M\Cj)uﬁ‘}iwﬂ/YJ

Never give up hope of Allah’s Mercy. Certainly no one despairs of Allah’s

mercy except the people who disbelieve.”®

And he ( i ) says:

ﬂﬂﬂﬁ/o/,ﬂﬂﬁﬁ /o/,o/
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On the day some faces will become white and some faces will become

black.”’
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S Sarah al-‘Araf, 7:99.
> Sarah Yasuf, 12:87.
" Sgrah Al ‘Imran, 3:106.
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Your Lord is surely swift in penalty; and he is surely forgiving and

merciful.’®
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Certainly, the righteous will be in pleasure, and certainly the wicked will be

in a burning fire.”
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Then as for one whose scales are heavy, he shall live a pleasant life. But as

for one whose scales are light, his abode shall be an abyss (in Hell).?% 8
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’® Sarah al-‘Araf, 7:167.

" Sarah al-Infitar, 82:13-14.

8 sgrah al-Qariy’ah, 101:6-9.

& bn al-‘Uthaymin: Regarding these texts (that include aspects of both fear and hope), scholars have differed—
should people be more hopeful of Allah or fearful of him? Some scholars say to be more hopeful in general, others
say to be more fearful all the time. Yet others say an individual’'s hope in Allah and his fear of Allah should be the
same; neither feeling should overcome the other. They say this because if a person is too hopeful, he may begin to
feel safe and secure from Allah and if he is too fearful, he may begin to despair of Allah’s mercy.

Other scholars say that when someone is safe and healthy, his hope and fear should be the same. But in times of
sickness, he should have more hope in Allah, and Imam al-Nawawt chooses this position in this book (Riyad al-
Salihin). Yet some scholars are of the position that when someone does something of obedience to Allah, he
should feel more hope that Allah will accept it from him, and when he commits a sin, he should feel more fearful of
Allah so that he does not become comfortable with and persist in his sinning.

However, each individual must be his own doctor regarding his psychological state. If he seems to feel safe from
Allah’s decisions and decrees while he is persisting in sin, having little more than false, wishful thinking of Allah, he
should turn away from this path and take the path of fear of Allah.

Similarly, when a person finds within himself some bad thoughts or inclination to feel more fear of Allah for no
reason, then he should turn away from this path and take the path of hope in Allah so that his fear and hope is
balanced.
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Combining Fear and Hope

HADITH 1

Abl Hurayrah (<= &1 ) reported that the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl ui.a) said:
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If the believer knew what Allah has of punishment, not a single one would hope

for his Paradise; and if the disbeliever knew what Allah has of mercy, not a single

one would despair of his Paradise.?*
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82 Recorded by Muslim.

8 Ibn al-‘Uthaymin: The meaning here is that if the believers knew the reality and how such punishments actually
feel, and not simply the knowledge of being informed of them because believers know some aspects of what Allah
has of punishment for those who disbelieve in him. Yet the reality of such torment cannot be imagined now—no
one will truly understand the reality of such punishments except someone who experiences them. May Allah
protect us and you from his punishment.

Likewise, if disbelievers knew the reality and extent of Allah’s mercy, they would never despair of it. A disbeliever
only knows that Allah is forgiving, merciful in that the person merely understands the meaning of forgiveness and
mercy.
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Combining Fear and Hope

HADITH 2

AbG Sa’'ld al-KhudrT ( «s 4o ey ) said that Allah’s messenger ( rl‘”f ale bl ufu) said:
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When a dead body is placed on men’s shoulders to carry it and if its soul was
righteous, it will say, “Hurry and bury me, hurry and bury me.” If it was not
righteous, it will say (in despair about his body), “Let it beware, where are you
taking it?” Everything but people hear its voice, and if they did hear it, they would

fall down in terror.?*
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8 Recorded by al-Bukhar.
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Combining Fear and Hope

HADITH 3

Ibn Mas’ld (<= &I »,) said that the messenger of Allah ((.L, ale bl ui.a) said:
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Paradise is closer to each of you than your shoe strap, and the fire is likewise.?®

=¥ |
a4

{

% Recorded by al-Bukhar.
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