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INTRODUCTION

Life after Death: The Last Day

Belief in the last day is a mandatory belief — every human being is obligated by Allah to
believe in it. And its place in Islam is that it is one of the core fundamental beliefs of a
Muslim: believing in Allah, the angels, the scriptures, the prophets, the last day, and

pre-decree.

Allah often associates the belief in him with belief in the last day, in the afterlife.
Therefore whoever does not believe in the last day does not truly believe in Allah. And
when people do not believe in the last day, they will not work for it like someone who
does believe and, by his actions, hopes for honor on that day. Those who disbelieve in
the last day also fear no retribution or punishment thus becoming just as Allah

described them:

v
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And they say, “There is nothing but our life in this world, we die and we

live. And nothing destroys us but time.”*

The Day of Resurrection, the Day of Judgment, is called the “last day” because it is a

day after which there will be no other. It is the final stage. It is the end goal of all the

! The Quran, Sirah al-Jathiyah, 45:24.
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stages through which we pass (i.e., nonexistence, creation in the womb, life, death and

the grave, then the hereafter), and it is the end of our journey. Allah ( s ) says:
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Then, after that you will all certainly die. Then indeed you all, on the Day of

Resurrection, will be resurrected.?

The resurrection is when mankind will rise from their graves to stand before the Lord of
creation. Ibn Taymiyyah, in his book “al-‘Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah,” calls this “the greater
resurrection” indicating there is also a lesser resurrection. This lesser resurrection is the
one pertaining to each individual as they witness with their own eyes the beginning of
the hereafter, their new life after their death. So each individual has his own

resurrection; when he or she dies, his or her lesser resurrection has begun.

But as for the greater resurrection, these are the major events to occur...

2 The Quran, Sdrah al-Mumindn, 23:15-16.
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THE FIRST EVENT

The Souls Return to Their Bodies

The first event to occur on the Day of Resurrection is the souls’ return to their bodies.
This will occur after the second blast of the horn, after the souls have left their bodies at
death. Yet this return of a soul to its body is not the same return that happens in the
grave when the deceased is asked (by stern angels) who his Lord is, what his religion
is, and who his prophet is. As for the first blow of the horn, Allah will command the angel
Israfil to blow into the horn, and at that instance, everyone in the heavens and earth,
except whom Allah may will otherwise, will be shocked, terrified and fall dead. Israfil will
then blow the horn a second time from which all souls will scatter, returning back to their

bodies. Allah says:
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And the horn will be blown and whoever is in the heavens and whoever is

on earth will fall dead except whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown again,

and at once they will be standing, looking on.?

And he says:

-
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% Sirah al-Zumar, 39:68.
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And the horn will be blown, and at once from the graves to their Lord they

will hasten.*

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr (< &I 2, ) narrated a lengthy hadith in which the messenger of

Allah (Lo «ls a1 L) said:
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Then the horn will be blown and everyone who hears it will tilt his head in
attention. And the first one to hear it will be a man repairing his camel’s water
trough, then he will be shocked and fall dead and the rest of mankind will also fall
dead. Then Allah will send (or he said: will cause to descend) rain like dew from
which people’s bodies will grow. €Then it will be blown again, and at once
they will be standing, looking on.5 It will then be said, “Oh mankind, come to

your Lord!” But stop them. They are certainly going to be questioned.G’ !

Ibn Taymiyyah says, “Then the souls will return to their bodies,” and this indicates that

the souls will not disperse from the horn’s blow until after the bodies have become

Sdrah YaSin, 36:51.
Sdrah al-Zumar, 39:68.
Sdrah al-Saffat, 37:24.
Recorded by Muslim.
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recreated and completed. So when they are created again, the horn will be sounded

then the souls return to their bodies.

Also in the author’s words is evidence that the resurrection is understood to be a kind of
“return” or “remaking” and not a new creation. Rather, it is a return to something that
has left or changed. The body turns to dust, the bones decay, and still Allah will bring
together these separate particles back into a formed body. Then the souls will return
back to these bodies. Whoever claims the bodies will be new creations, this is a false

claim refuted by the Quran, the Sunnah, and the intellect.

As for the evidence from the Quran, Allah ( /1>, 3= ) says:
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And it is he (Allah) who begins creation; then he repeats it, and that is

(even) easier for him.2

Meaning: He will repeat the creation that he first began. In a hadith qudsr, Allah says:

]
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“The initial creation is no easier for me than remaking him.”

® Sarah al-Ram, 30:27.
° In the full hadith, recorded by al-Bukhart and al-Nasar, the prophet ((,_L, e dl.a ) said:
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And everything is easy for Allah. He also says:

As we began the first creation, we will repeat it.*°

And:

.0, 0

AR 2 < /°/
Then, after that you all will certainly die. Then indeed you all, on the Day of

Resurrection, will be resurrected.*

Allah also says:
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He (man) asks, “Who will give life to bones while they are decayed,
disintegrated?” Say: He will give them life who produced them the first time

and he is, of all creation, knowing.*

Allah the almighty said, “The son of Adam denied me and he had no right to do so, and he insulted me and
he had no right to do so. As for his denying me, it is his statement, ‘He will not remake me as he made me at
first,” but the initial creation (of him) is no easier for me than remaking him again. As for his insulting me, it is
his statement, ‘Allah has a son,” but | am the One, the Everlasting Refuge. | neither beget, nor was |
begotten, and there is nothing comparable to me.”

10 -, Stirah al-Anbiya, 21:104.

' Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:15-16.
'? Sarah YaSin, 36:78-79.
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As for the evidence from the Sunnah that the bodies will be a repeated re-creation and
not a new creation, there are many hadith in which the prophet ( VLJ ale du )

explains this, for example:

Z_s2 %72 Lo 2 & 2. o0 #
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Mankind will be resurrected barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised.*®

The point in the hadith is that mankind themselves is mentioned as being resurrected
and not some other new creation. What is important is to know that the resurrection will

be a return to the previous bodies.

The proof from an Islamic perspective that people’s souls will return to their bodies and
they will be brought back to life—and that the Day of Resurrection will occur in
general—can be found in the Quran, the Sunnah, and in the consensus of mainstream

Muslims, past and present.

As for evidence from the Quran, Allah ( lls ) emphasizes this resurrection in his book,
mentioning about it terrifying descriptions which should instill fear of it and the necessity

to prepare for it. He says:

2o a o . - < . o . 7 - < c - g ] °i.
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'3 Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim.
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Say: Indeed, the former and the later peoples will all be gathered together

for the appointment of a known day.**
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Those who disbelieve claim they will never be resurrected. Say: Yes, by my

Lord, you will surely be resurrected. Then you will surely be informed of

what you did, and that is easy for Allah.'

And describing that day, Allah says:
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Oh mankind, fear your Lord. Indeed, the convulsion of the (final) hour is a
terrible thing. On the day you see it, every nursing mother will be distracted
from that (child) she is nursing, every pregnant woman will abort her

pregnancy, and you will see the people (appearing) intoxicated while they

are not intoxicated; but the punishment of Allah is severe.*®

Allah ( lw ) also says:

14 Sarah al-wagi'ah, 56:49-50.
!> Sirah al-Taghabun, 64:7.
'8 Sarah al-Hajj, 22:1-2.
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The inevitable reality. What is the inevitable reality? And what can make

you know what the inevitable reality is?*’
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The striking calamity. What is the striking calamity? And what can make
you know what the striking calamity is? It is the day on which people will

become like moths dispersed. And the mountains will become like fluffed

wool.'®

And similar descriptions and names for the last hour are numerous in the Quran, all of
which are frightening because it will be a tremendous day. And if we did not believe in it
and its serious consequences, then we would not act to prepare for it. We could not
prepare for such a grave, serious event unless we believe in it correctly, and there

would be no way to do this if its descriptions were not mentioned to us.

As for the evidence of the resurrection from the Sunnah, there are many hadith in this
regard. The prophet ( L., «ls & L) made clear what will happen on that day, and
these hadith will be cited shortly in the sections on the “pool,” the “bridge,” the “books of

deeds,” and other things which the messenger ( (,Lj ale bl ui.p) explained to us.

" Sarah al-Haqggah, 69:1-3.
'8 Srah al-Qari'ah, 101:1-5.
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As for the evidence according to the consensus of Muslims, the third type of evidence,
Muslims have always been in absolute agreement that believing in the last day is part of
faith. Because of this, whoever disbelieves in the Day of Resurrection is not a true
believer. Of course if such an individual is new to Islam or totally uninformed, then he
has an excuse, but after the correct belief is made clear to him, if he insists on

disbelieving in the Day of Resurrection then he is a disbeliever.

There is also a fourth type of religious evidence of the resurrection, the previously
revealed scriptures. All of them collectively confirm the last day of this life. Because of
this, Jews and Christians have always believed in it and continue to do so today. You
hear them say things like, “This person is forgiven,” or “May god forgive him,” and

similar things that show they still believe in the hereafter and the last day.

There is even a fifth form of evidence which suggests a Day of Judgment — the intellect.
The reasoning is that if such a day were not to occur, then there will be little meaning to
creation; it would be vain and foolish. But Allah is high above any faults of foolishness
and play. What wisdom would there be in creating people who are instructed (to believe
and behave a certain way), prohibited from things, and required to endure things but yet
then they simply die, vanish with no accounting for any of that, no reward or punishment

for any of it? About this, Allah ( s ) asks:

2. 08
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Then did you think that we created you meaninglessly, without purpose
and that you would never be returned to us? So exalted is Allah, the King,

the Truth. There is no (true) god except him, Lord of the noble throne.*

And he says:

{00 J1 a8 ol aldle (55 1 Ol B
Indeed, he who imposed upon you the Quran will surely bring you back to a

place of return.?

Why would Allah instruct mankind with the Quran, instructing them to act according to it
all the while knowing there would really never be a time when people return to him,
never a day on which we would be held accountable or rewarded for our compliance
with this Quran he has imposed on us? So those are five types of evidence confirming
or implying the Day of Resurrection and that people will be brought back to life as their
souls return to their bodies. After the souls join their bodies, mankind will then rise from

their graves.

9 Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:115-116.
% Sirah al-Qasas, 28:85.
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THE SECOND EVENT

Mankind Rises from Their Graves

Ibn Taymiyyah says, “Mankind will then rise from their graves barefooted, naked, and
uncircumcised to stand before the Lord of all creations.” His statement, “from their
graves,” is based on the fact that most people are buried in graves in the ground
although it is obvious that other people died and were not buried in the earth. He said,
“to stand before the Lord of all creations,” because Allah ( -, 5+ ) will have called them

forth at that time. Allah says:

..... u:JLa M\&Mé;.ufu&wswnﬁ%}jé;wu
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And listen on the day when the caller will call out from a place that is near,
the day they will hear the blast (of the horn) in truth. That is the Day of

Rising (from the graves).?!

And in the hadith that has preceded (pg. 6), the prophet ( L., «ls 41 L) said:
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%L Sdrah Qaf, 50:41-42.

Page 14




SRR A I o R O [ R FA I G Pl

« djjj:w,
Then the horn will be blown and everyone who hears it will tilt his head in
attention—and the first one to hear it will be a man repairing his camel's water
trough—then he will be shocked and fall dead and the rest of mankind will also
fall dead. Then Allah will send (or he said: will cause to descend) rain like dew
from which people’s bodies will grow. Then it will be blown again, and at
once they will be standing, looking on. It will then be said, “Oh mankind,

come to your Lord!” But stop them. They are certainly going to be

questioned. }%

All people will rise to this momentous call, emerging from their graves to present
themselves to the Lord of all creations.
Allah ((Jws, 5,15 ) says:
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Do they not think that they will be resurrected for a tremendous day? The

day when mankind will stand before the Lord of the worlds.*

The prophet ( (’,L; ot L) said:

22 Recorded by Muslim.
% 3irah al-Mutaffifin, 83:4-6.
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The people will be assembled on the Day of Resurrection on a white plain with a

reddish tinge like a loaf of pure white bread. There will be no signs or markings

on it for anyone.**

People will rise from their graves barefooted, wearing neither shoes nor socks; they will
have no clothing at all on their legs or feet. They will be naked, having no clothing on
the rest of their bodies, and they will be uncircumcised. On the Day of Resurrection,
their original creation will not be diminished in anyway. Even the foreskins of those who

were circumcised in life will return just as Allah says:

onbﬁ 5 s )

As we began the first creation, we will repeat it.?

So they will return to their first creation having nothing taken away from their bodies,
and they will be all together, men and women. Prophet Muhammad ( (;L; e Al gl.; )

said:
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Mankind will be resurrected barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised.

* Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
% Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:104.
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His wife, ‘Aishah, asked, “Messenger of Allah, women and men together (like that)
looking at each other?” He replied:
Lo~ - oﬂﬂ.o,,ﬂ.?,qgo 5/:.5,00; ’f./.'i/ P
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‘Aishah, the circumstances will be more serious than for people to be looking at

one another.?®

Every single person will have enough to be concerned with about himself:
. 0. 0804 o ¢ * e e e . £ wi £o0 20,9 & . _o.
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On the day a man will flee from his brother, and his mother and his father,
and his wife and children. Everyone that day will have enough to make him

careless of others.?’

Neither will men be looking at women, nor women at men. Even a person’s own son
and father will flee from him, afraid he may seek justice for rights they may not have
fulfilled during their lives. If the circumstances that day will be as grave and terrifying as
that, then men and women will not care at all about looking at one another’s bodies. The

situation will surely be extremely severe and frightful.

% Recorded by Muslim.
%" Sgrah ‘Abasa, 80:34-37.
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However, after that (the initial rising from the graves naked, as they were first created),
people may then be clothed. And the first of creation to be clothed will be Prophet

Abraham ( .L.; s 4 ) as has been confirmed by our prophet (L «ls &1 o).

After mankind rises from their graves, the sun is brought near to them.

%8 The hadith confirming this is recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. The text is:

PR
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You will all be resurrected barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised. (He then recited) € As we began the first

creation, we will repeat it. ¥ And the first one of all creation to be clothed on the Day of Resurrection will
be Abraham.
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THE THIRD EVENT

The Sun is Brought Near

The sun will be brought near to mankind, as close as a “mile,” the Arabic word used for
mile here being L}.A (mil). Whether it is the mile we know to be the common unit of
distance or the eye-pencil to apply kohl (as the word could imply in Arabic), whatever
the case the sun will be very close to people.? If the sun’s heat is as we know it here in
this life while there is such a great distance between it and us, then how will it be when

it is a “mile” above our heads?

Here is a question: It is well-known that if the sun were to move even a hair from its
position, it would burn the earth, incinerating it completely. So how is it possible on that
day for the sun to be that close and not burn creation? The answer is that although
people will be resurrected on that day with their previous bodies, they may not be
recreated in the same exact state and with the same capability as they have now.

Rather, they will be stronger and greater in what they can withstand.

For example, if people were to remain for fifty days in direct sunshine with no shade, no

food, and no water, they would be unable to do so; they would die. But on the Day of

% The prophet ( (;L; < {1 ) said in the hadith recorded by Muslim confirming this:

On the Day of Resurrectién, the sun will be brought close to creation so much that it will be a “mile” from
them.

One of the narrators of the hadith, Sulaym Ibn ‘Amir, said, “By Allah, | do not know if he meant by mil the distance
of land or the mil that is used to apply kohl to the eye.”
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Resurrection, they will remain in such a state for fifty thousand years® without food,
water, or shade except those to whom Allah ( J>; 3= ) shades. In addition, they will

witness other terrifying events but they will be made to withstand them.

As an example of this greater capability to bear situations without dying, look at how the

people of the fire will withstand such seemingly unbearable circumstances:
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Indeed, those who disbelieve in our verses, we will drive them into a fire.

Every time their skins are roasted through, we will replace them with other

skins so they may taste the punishment.**

Will anyone be saved from the heat of the sun on the Day of Resurrection? Yes, there
are types of people whom Allah will shade from the sun. The prophet (  l.; ol 41 o)

said:

% The scholar is perhaps alluding to the verse in Sdrah al-Ma’arij (70:4) in which Allah says,
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The angels and the spirit will ascend to him during a day the extent of which is fifty thousand years.

Also, the prophet ( (’,L; N Al _gw,) said in a hadtth recorded by Muslim:
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There is no owner of treasure who does not pay its zakah (obligated charity), but it will be heated in the fire

of Hell and made into plates with which his sides and forehead will be branded until Allah passes judgment

between his slaves on a day the length of which will be like fifty thousand years. Then he will be shown his

path, whether it leads to Paradise or to Hell.
% Siirah al-Anbiya, 21:104.
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There are seven (types of people) whom Allah will shade in his shade on a day
when there will be no shade except his shade: a just ruler; a youth who grew up
in the worship of Allah; a man whose heart is attached to the mosques; people
who love each other for Allah’s sake, meeting for his sake and parting for his
sake; a man who is called by a woman of beauty and position (for adultery), but
he says: “(No) | fear Allah;” a man who gives in charity and hides it so much so
that his left hand does not know what his right hand gives in charity; and a man

who remembered Allah in private so much that his eyes shed tears.*

There are also other types of individuals Allah will shade on that day. And by, “when
there will be no shade except his shade,” it means no shade except the shade Allah
creates. And it is not as some people think that it is the shade of Allah himself because

that would necessitate that the sun would be above Allah (> 3¢ ).

%2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and al-Tirmidhf.
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In this life, we can take shelter in shade ourselves, but on the Day of Resurrection, there
will be no shade except the shade Allah ( Jls, s\=... ) makes so that whoever he wills

can take shelter in his shade when the sun is brought near.

Due to the closeness of the sun, people will sweat so much that it will rise.
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THE FOURTH EVENT

The Sweat Rises

Because of the sun’s heat, people will sweat profusely in proportion to their deeds. For
some, the sweat will rise to their ankles, some to their knees, some to their waists, and
for some, the sweat will rise up to their mouths. So individuals will be at different levels
regarding their sweat. They will sweat from the intense heat and the extremely
uncomfortable situation: crowdedness, extreme hardships, and at close distance to the
sun. Still, although people will sweat from the circumstances of that day, their sweat will

only be according to their deeds in this life.®®

Here is a question: How will they be of varying degrees in sweat if people are all
together in one place? To answer, we must return to a basic principle of belief. It is that
when dealing with affairs of the unseen, events that authentic texts confirm will take
place in the future, it is incumbent upon us to believe in them, trusting them to be true
without persisting in asking, “How? Why?” These are things beyond the extent of our

own intellects; it is not yet possible for us to perceive or fully understand it.

* This is established by the hadith recorded by Muslim in which the prophet ( L., «ls i Lo ) said:
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The people will be in sweat in accordance with their deeds. For some, it will rise to their ankles, some to
their knees, some to their waists, and for some of them, the sweat will reach their mouths.
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Imagine two people buried in a single grave, one a believer and the other a disbeliever.
The believer will still experience the enjoyment that he deserves, and the disbeliever will
experience the punishment he deserves even though they are in the same grave.

Likewise, we believe the sweat will rise on the Day of Judgment as foretold.

Now are we saying that Allah ( Jw; <~ ) Will gather together someone whose sweat
will reach his mouth in a particular place, someone with sweat to his ankles in a different
place, and others with sweat rising to their knees or waist in other places? No, not
necessarily but Allah knows best. What we are saying is that it is possible for the
individual with sweat reaching only to his ankles to be next to someone with his sweat
up to his mouth because Allah is capable of doing anything. This is comparable to the
fact that light will encompass believers all around them, yet at the same time,

disbelievers in Allah will be surrounded by darkness.

So regarding the Day of Resurrection, we must believe in it and all that is to occur on

that day. As for the “How?” and “Why?” of the exact nature, that is not our right to know.

As people suffer on the Day of Resurrection, standing in their own sweat, they will

anxiously wait for judgment to begin. And this will only occur by “The Greatest

Intercession.”

Page 24




THE FIFTH EVENT
The First Intercession:
The Greatest Intercession

Intercession is when someone acts as a mediator between Allah and another person in
order to request from Allah some benefit or ask for pardon from some harm or

punishment for the other person.

Intercession can be classified into two categories: false intercession and real

intercession.

As for a false intercession, it is the type that idol-worshippers expect from their idols.
They often worship them claiming they do so because their idols will intercede for them

with Allah. Allah says:
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And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms them nor

benefits them, and they say, “These are our intercessors with Allah.”**

And they say:

34 Sgrah Yanus, 10:18.
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“We only worship them so they may bring us closer to Allah.”**

But this false intercession will never benefit them as Allah ( J ) tells us:
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So there will not benefit them the intercession of (any) intercessors.*

As for the real intercession, it is any intercession that has met the following three

conditions:

1. Allah is pleased with the intercessor, the person requesting from Allah the benefit

or safety from harm for another.

2. Allah is please with the person for whom intercession is being made. The

exception here is “The Greatest Intercession” which occurs on the Day of

Resurrection for all mankind, those Allah is pleased with and those he is not.

3. Allah gives permission for the intercession to happen.

Allah’s permission is not given unless he is pleased with the intercessor and the person

for whom intercession is made. These three conditions are mentioned in the verse:

% Sgrah al-zumar, 39:3.
% Sarah al-Mudaththir, 74:48.
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And how many angels there are in the heavens whose intercession will not

benefit at all except (only) after Allah has permitted it to whom he wills and

is pleased with.?’

Two of the conditions (1, 3) are mentioned in this verse:
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That day, no intercession will benefit except (that of) one to whom the Most

Merciful has given permission and has accepted his word.*

And one condition (2) is mentioned in this one:

. .0 - # L R0 ey
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And they will not intercede except on behalf of someone whom he is

pleased with.*
Prophet Muhammad (VL} ade Al L;L,;) will be permitted three types of intercession:

1. “The Greatest Intercession:” This is the first intercession.

2. The intercession for the people of Paradise to enter it.

%7 Siirah al-Najm, 53:26.
% Strah TaHa, 20:109.
% Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:28.
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3. The intercession for those believers who deserve the fire not to enter it, and for

those who enter it to be taken out.

“The Greatest Intercession,” as it is known, is when Muhammad ( (..L) ale dl W ) will
intercede on behalf of everyone standing on the Day of Resurrection for judgment to
begin. This request, for someone to plead with Allah to begin the judging, will be made
to several other prophets but each of them will refuse to do so and will direct people to
the next prophet. This is explained in the hadith narrated by Abd Hurayrah (< ai .2,)
in which the prophet (1., 4ls 41 L) said:
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| am the chief of mankind on the Day of Resurrection. Do you know why that is?
Allah will gather all people, the first and last of them, in a single area. They will all
be able to hear a caller and they will all be seen. The sun will come so close and
people will suffer such distress and hardship that they will be unable to bear it.
Some people will say, “Don't you see what state you have reached? Will you not
look for someone who can intercede for you with your Lord?” Some people will

say to others, “Go to Adam.”

So they will come to Adam ( (J..) «le ), saying to him, “You are the father of

humanity. Allah created you with his own hand, he blew into you a soul from him,
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and he commanded the angels so they bowed down to you. Intercede for us with
your Lord. Do you not see in what state we are? Do you not see what condition
we have reached?” He will reply, “My Lord has indeed become angry today like
he has never become before and like he will never become again. He forbade
me from a particular tree but | disobeyed him.*® (I am concerned for only) myself,

myself, myself! Go to someone else; go to Noah.”

So they will come to Noah and say, “Oh Noah, you are the first of all messengers
sent to the people of earth, and Allah has called you a grateful servant.*
Intercede for us with your Lord. Do you not see our condition?” He will say,
“‘Indeed my Lord ( )~ ;= ) has become angry today like he has never become
before and will never again become. | had (in the world) the right to make one
accepted prayer, and | made it against my nation.** Myself, myself, myself! Go to

someone else; go to Abraham.”

40 About this, Allah said in Sdrah al-‘Araf, 7:19:
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And Adam, live, you and your wife, in Paradise and eat thereof as you both wish, but do not
approach this tree or you will both be wrong-doers.

And in Strah TaH3, 20:120-121:
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Then Satan whispered to him; he said, “Oh Adam, shall | direct you to the tree of eternity and a
kingdom that will never waste away?” So they both ate of it and their private parts became apparent
to them, and they began to place over themselves the leaves of Paradise. And Adam disobeyed his
Lord and erred.
41 Allah said in Sarah al-lsra, 17:3:
(8 0 08 ) 0 o s L )
The descendants of those whom we carried (in the ship) with Noah; he was surely a grateful servant.
2 About the prayer of Noah, Allah said in Sarah Nah, 71:26-27:
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So they will come to Abraham, saying, “Oh Abraham, you are the prophet of
Allah and his close friend of all the people of earth. Intercede for us with your
Lord. Do you not see in what condition we are?” He will tell them, “Indeed my
Lord has become angry today like he has never become before and like he will
never again become, and | told three lies. Myself, myself, myself! Go to someone

else; go to Moses.”

So they will come to Moses and say, “Oh Moses, you are the messenger of
Allah. Allah favored you with his message and his speech over all other people.
Intercede for us with your Lord. Do you not see our condition?” He will reply, “My
Lord has certainly become angry today like he has never become before and like
he will never again become, and | killed someone whom | was not permitted to

kill. Myself, myself, myself! Go to someone else; go to Jesus, the son of Mary.”

So they will come to Jesus, saying, “Oh Jesus, you are the messenger of Allah,
his word he bestowed upon Mary, and a (special) soul from him. You spoke to
people while you were still a baby in the cradle. Intercede for us with your Lord.
Do you not see in what condition we are?” Jesus will say, “Indeed my Lord has
become angry today like never before and like he will never again become”—and
he will not mention any sin. “Myself, myself, myself! Go to someone else; go to

Muhammad.”

106 126 V) 15305 Y 230e 1510 15535 0 SU) o 1063 5 3601 (e 0590 e S35 Y 55 25 065 )
And Noah said, “My Lord, do not leave even one of the disbelievers on earth. If you leave them, they
will mislead your servants, and they will beget none but wicked disbelievers.”
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So they will come to (me), Muhammad. They will say, “Oh Muhammad, you are
the messenger of Allah and the last of all prophets. Allah had already forgiven
your past and future sins. Intercede for us with your Lord. Do you not see our
condition?” | will then go beneath the throne and bow down before my Lord ( =
J=5 ). Then Allah will guide me to such words of praise and glorification of him as
he has never guided anybody else before me. Then it will be said, “Oh
Muhammad, raise your head. Ask, you will be granted. Intercede, your
intercession will be accepted.” So | will raise my head and say, “My nation, oh my
Lord! My nation, oh my Lord! My nation, oh my Lord!” It will be said, “Oh
Muhammad, enter from your nation those who will have no reckoning or
judgment through the right-side gate of the gates of Paradise.” They will also
share the other gates with other people. The prophet ( VLj ol &1 Lo ) further
said, “By him in whose hand my soul is, the distance between every two
gateposts of Paradise is like the distance between Mecca and Himyar (in Yemen)

or like the distance between Mecca and Busra (in Syria).

As for the “three lies” of Abraham, they have been explained by the narration of Abl
Hurayrah ( < & s ) recorded in “Sahth al-Bukhar?” and “Sahih Muslim” in which the

prophet (L., «ls 41 L) said:
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Prophet Abraham never lied except on three occasions, twice for the sake of
Allah, his statements: € “l am sick.” 43 and: € “No, this one, the biggest of

them (idols) did it.” #,* and one (lie) regarding Sarah.*® *°

In his comments about the previous “Greatest Intercession” hadith, Imam Muslim
mentioned the third lie as being the time when Abraham said about a star, & “This is

my Lord.” #*” and he did not mention the story of Sarah.

Ibn Hajr said in “Fath al-Barm” (6/391) about the differences in what these three lies
were, “It seems apparent that it is just an issue of mistaken transmissions from some of

the hadtth narrators.”

Abraham ( pu. «lc ) called these statements lies out of his humbleness because in
reality, he only intended to show the truth by saying them and they were appropriate for
those situations; they were simply to insinuate something apparent. And Allah knows

best.

So this is the Greatest Intercession and it is for no one other than Muhammad ( & _L-
(.LJ «le ). It is the greatest of the three types of intercession because it is to relieve all
mankind from the greatest ordeal, the greatest distress and hardship they will ever

encounter.

3 In Sarah al-Saffat, 37:89. He said this only as an excuse to not to accompany them to a pagan feast.

*In Sarah al-Anbiya, 21:63. He said this when his people asked him who broke the idols after Abraham broke them
all but the largest one. He said this only to show them the error of believing in a statue that can actually do nothing.

*> He said, “She is my sister” (meaning his sister in faith) although Sarah was his wife, and he only did so to protect
her from being seized by an oppressive ruler.

“5 The hadith is recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

7 Sgrah al-An’am, 6:76.
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The messengers mentioned in the intercession hadtth are the most significant and most
determined among all messengers of Allah, and Allah has mentioned them together in

two places in Quran, in Sdrah al-Ahzab and Sdrah al-Shara.

In Sdrah al-Ahzab, Allah ( Js ) says:

° . . PR I L0 . 8 Pl /oﬁ:: ,.y.ﬁ . z0 -
RV g smsms 02 2o 8 a8l Ol e Ui

-0, . E. - -0

&-«-L“. A - bL:.«:O V_@...o'/ La..)o-\j r_:jc

.
—_—r\

3y 2

3|
£

And (remember) when we took from the prophets their covenant and from

you, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, the son of Mary. And we took from

them a solemn covenant.*®

And in Sdrah al-Shira, he says:
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He has ordained for you of religion what he enjoined upon Noah and that

which we have revealed to you and what we enjoined upon Abraham,

Moses, and Jesus.*

8 Sgrah al-Ahzab, 33:7.
% Sgrah al-Shara, 42:13.
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As for Adam, he is also a prophet because Allah ( s ) inspired him and revealed to him
a legislation of commands and prohibitions. There has also come a narration reported
by Ibn Hibban (2/77) which Ab Dharr reportedly asked the prophet (L., ol &l L),
“Was Adam a prophet?” to which he replied, “Yes.”

So Adam was the first prophet to receive revelation, but as for the first messenger, it
was Noah as indicated by the previous hadith of intercession and by the Quran in

the verses:
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We have certainly inspired you (Muhammad) as we inspired Noah and the

prophets after him.>°
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And we have already sent Noah and Abraham and placed among their

descendants prophethood and scripture.

%0 Sgrah al-Nisa, 4:163.
51 Sirah al-Hadid, 57:26.
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THE SIXTH EVENT

The Scales are Placed & Deeds are Weighed

In one of the verses that proves the scales will be setup on the Day of Resurrection,

Allah says:

o
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And those whose scales are heavy (with good deeds), it is they who will be

successful.>?

The verse contains a conditional clause; the condition is & those whose scales are
heavy , and if that condition is met, the consequence is & it is they who will be
successful. # By & scales are heavy , what is meant is that one’'s good deeds
outweigh his bad. & Successful # here describes an individual who achieves what he
hopes for and is saved from what he fears. So he is given safety from what he hates

and rewarded with what he loves. Allah also says:
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But those whose scales are light, it is they who have lost their souls. In Hell

they will abide forever.>

52 Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:102.
%3 Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:103.
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Those who do not believe in Allah will have lost their souls. ? They will lose

themselves, their families, and the possessions they hold dear:
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Say: Indeed, the losers are the ones who will lose themselves and their

families on the Day of Resurrection. Unquestionably, that is the clear

loss.>

But as for a believer in Allah whose behavior was righteous, he will have succeeded,

gaining his soul, his family, and his possessions, having benefited from all of them.

People who do not believe in Allah (or disbelieve in Allah’s “oneness”) will lose
themselves because they will have not benefitted from their very existence in life. In fact
such people, despite what they presumably achieve in life, actually achieve no true
benefit and gain only harm (in the hereafter). In a sense, they even lose their wealth in
life as they gain no real benefit from it. Even when they may share it with others among

creation, such charity does not benefit the givers. Allah ( s ) says:
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And nothing prevents their spending from being accepted from them

except that they disbelieved in Allah and in his messenger.>>

5% Sgrah al-Zumar, 39:15.
%5 Sirah al-Tawbah, 9:54.
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They also lose their families because their families will either be in the fire with them, or
if their families are in Paradise, such disbelievers will still have lost them because they
themselves will be in the fire. Any individual who dies while disbelieving in Allah will
never again enjoy the company of his family. Such enjoyment will be locked out from a
disbeliever as soon as he is locked in his coffin, and each one will imagine no one else

is receiving a harsher punishment than he.

As for € whose scales are light , this means his bad deeds will outweigh his good or
he will have no good deeds whatsoever. This is the meaning if we accept the position
that disbelievers will have their deeds weighed which seems apparent from the verse in
Sdrah al-Mumindn, 23:103 (see page 37) and others like it. And this position is one of
the two held by religious scholars. The other opinion, that disbelievers will not have their

deeds weighed, is the second position and it is based on the verses:
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Say: Shall we inform you of the greatest losers as to (their) deeds? Those

i

whose effort is lost in the worldly life while they thought they were doing
good work. Those are the ones who disbelieve in the verses of their Lord
and in (their) meeting him. So their deeds have become worthless, and we

will not assign to them on the Day of Resurrection any weight.*®

%8 Sgrah al-Kahf, 18:103-105.
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As for the two positions, whether disbelievers will have their deeds weighed or not, Allah

knows best which is correct.

The Arabic word for scales used in some verses, . 5\}; (mawazin), has been reported

in other texts in both the singular and plural forms.

As for the plural form, Allah ( Js ) says:

T i (5 56 lall p o) Sl pliadl s B
And we place the scales of justice for the Day of Resurrection, so no soul

will be treated unjustly in any way.>’

And:
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And the weighing (of deeds) that day will be true. So those whose scales
are heavy, it is they who will be successful. And those whose scales are

light, they will lose themselves for what injustice they were doing toward

our verses.>®

°" Sirah al-Anbiya, 21:47.
*® Sirah al-‘Araf, 7:8-9.
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As for the singular form, the prophet ( L., «ls 41 L) said:
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There are two statements beloved to the Most Merciful, light on the tongue but
heavy on the scale: “Glorified is Allah and all thanks are for him,” and “Glorified is

Allah the greatest.”™®

In this hadith, the prophet ( .L.; «\s &I L) mentioned the singular form, OV e (MTzaN),
“scale.” So how do we understand the Quran verses which mention “scales” and this

hadith which mentions “scale?”

Perhaps it is mentioned in the plural form only as a way of speaking about what is
weighed — deeds — which is plural. Then it is mentioned in the hadith in singular form

because the scale is actually one. It could also be because perhaps there is one scale

° Recorded by al-BukharT and Muslim. The transliteration of these two statements:

V..l:.\” 4.,U| uLzM» M‘p A.U\ uLzM»
SubhanAllahi al-‘Azim SubhanAllahi wa bihamdihi
Glorified is Allah the greatest Glorified is Allah and all thanks are for him

Another hadith which mentions “scale” in the singular form and indicates the greatness of this scale is classified as
authentic by al-Albanf in “Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah” (no. 941). In it, the prophet ( 1., «ls 1 L) said:
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The scale will be set up on the Day of Resurrection, and if the heavens and the earth were to be weighed in it, it
would be sufficient to hold them. The angels will ask, “Oh Lord, who is this for?” Allah will reply, “For whomsoever |
want among my creations.” The angels will then say, “Glory to you, we have not worshipped you as you rightfully
deserve to be worshipped.” And the bridge will be placed (over Hell) and it will be like the edge of a razor. The angels
will ask Allah, “Who will be saved from this?” to which Allah will again reply, “Whomsoever | want among my
creations.” They will say, “Glory to you, we have not worshipped you as you rightfully deserve to be worshipped.”
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for each nation or even that the prophet meant “heavy in weight” when he said, “heavy

on the scale.”

However, what is apparent—and Allah knows best—is that the scale is actually one but
is mentioned in plural form with regards to what is weighed (i.e., deeds). This linguistic

usage can also be seen in the verse:

o
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So those whose scales are heavy...%

In this verse, it is not actually the scales that are heavy, rather it is a form of Arabic
speech in which one word (e.g. scales) is used to mean another word relating to the

former (e.g. deeds).

There is a related issue but one into which people have not delved: Will there be a
single scale setup for all nations, all mankind, or will there be one for each nation (e.g.,
one for Muhammad’s nation, one for Jesus’ nation, one for Moses’, etc.)? This question
may be relevant because some texts indicate the rewards for deeds vary for different

nations.®!

% Sgrah al-A’raf, 7:8.
%1 One example of such texts is the hadith recorded by al-Bukhari in which the prophet ( olos wls A1 Lo ) said

comparing Muslims to Jews and Christians:
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These texts, taken at face value, are apparent in that the scale will be real and tangible
as this is exactly how the word “scale” is commonly understood. This is because the
principle of understanding religious texts reported in the Quran or Sunnah is that they
are to be understood upon the commonly known, real and actual meanings of their
words unless there is clear evidence that they should be understood differently (i.e.
metaphorically). The commonly understood meaning to all Muslim teachers, writers, and

lecturers ever since the Quran was revealed up until today is that the scale is real.

However, some misguided sects have differed in understanding. For example, those
who incorrectly believe any texts can be figurative, having metaphorical meanings
instead of what the words actually mean, they claim that there will not be a real scale
setup on the Day of Resurrection. They insist that there is really no need for an actual
scale to weigh actions because Allah already knows the deeds of his servants and their
worth. Instead, they claim that “scale” is allegorical and it really means Allah’s “fairness”

or “justice.”

No doubt, the claim of such people is incorrect because it contradicts the outward,
apparent meaning of the word and the consensus of all the righteous predecessors who
understood the word to mean what the word actually means — scale. If we say the

meaning is figurative and it really means fairness or justice, then there is little meaning

Your example compared to those of the two former scriptures can be likened to a man who hires a number
of laborers. He asks, “Who will work for me from morning until midday for a certain sum?” The Jews are the
ones to work at this time. Then he asks, “Who will work from midday to the late afternoon for the same
sum?” The Christians are the ones to work at this time. Then he asks, “Who will work from the late afternoon
until sunset for double that sum?” You (Muslims) are these people. This angers the Jews and Christians who
ask, “Why did we have to work more only to receive less?” He answers, “Have you been cheated of any of
your rights?” They answer, “No.” He then says, “This is my favor that | give to whom | please.”
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in the several texts which mention “scale,” they would simply say “justice” (as other texts
do) because the characteristics of fairness and justice are closer to and speak more

directly to people’s souls than the word “scale” anyway. For this reason, Allah says:

228
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Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct.®

The correct understanding is to take the word “scale” on its intended, actual meaning.
We say that the correct understanding is the same one revealed — scale. The “Hadith of
the Card” (to be mentioned soon) also proves that it is a real, actual scale with weighing
pans. This hadith mentions that scrolls of bad deeds placed in one pan will be lighter
than a single card placed in the other pan which will be heavier. So it is clear, what is

correct is what was revealed — the scale is real.

The actions of the servants will then be weighed. And with that, there are two points of

discussion.

The first point is this: How will deeds be weighed when it is known that a deed is
simply a description or action of the one who performed it, and a deed has no physical
form? The answer is that Allah ( s, «\=..) Will make these deeds into actual, physical
forms. This should not be unbelievably strange when considering the capability of Allah

( J>s 3 ). As an analogy, death will be made into the form of a ram on the Day of

%2 Sgrah al-Nahl, 16:90.
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Judgment and it will be slaughtered between Paradise and Hell®® while death now is
simply a concept and not a physical form. And to clarify a side-note, the Angel of Death
is not the one slaughtered here; it is actually death that Allah ( . ) will make into a
physical form everyone will witness and see. Similarly, Allah (- 5+ ) will turn deeds into

actual forms that will be actually weighed with this actual scale.

The second point: Deeds will actually be weighed, both good and bad. This is the

apparent understanding as Allah ( Js ) says in the Quran:

Jojoz;;‘f}o).bduio:};.;;uw r.éJLq&\‘erbLaﬂ‘wu‘)MMy
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* The proof is the hadith recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim in which the prophet (1., «1s i Lo ) said:
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Death will be brought in the form of a black and white ram and a caller will call out, “Oh people of Paradise!”
and they will stretch their necks and look. They will be asked, “Do you know what this is?” to which they will
answer, “Yes, that is death,” and each of them will be able to see it. Then it will be called out, “Oh people of
Hell!” They will also stretch out their necks and look. They will be asked, “Do you know what this is?” and

they too will say, “Yes, it is death,” and each of them will see it. It will then be slaughtered. Then it will be
said, “Oh people of Paradise, eternity and no death. Oh people of Hell, eternity and no death.”

Then the prophet (L., «\s i L) recited:

Caliz 05 31 s 3o 2 (5T
And warn them of the Day of Regret, when the matter will be concluded. And yet they are in
heedlessness.

He then said, “And these people are headless, people of this life,” and finished the verse:
OB YRy )
And they do not believe.

Sdrah Maryam, 19:39
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That day, people will depart, separated (into categories) to be shown their
deeds. So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever

does an atom’s weight of evil will see it.**

So it is clear that deeds will really be weighed whether they are good or bad. Also, as
has previously been mentioned, the prophet ( (,L, ole Al uu ) said, “There are two
statements beloved to the Most Merciful, light on the tongue but heavy on the scale...”
This hadith is also clear, even explicit, in that actions will actually be given form and

weight and then weighed, and there are several other texts that prove this.

However, there are other reliable texts that indicate that it may not be the actual deeds
weighed but rather the records of deeds. An example of this type is the “Hadith of the

Card” in which the prophet ( L., «ls &1 L) said:

s
[ ﬂﬂ o/ .0 .

P
/o/ - wﬂ z.
..

Gy e W D Ly Ush € ophald) s B

.
2o 280 .7 _o00 28 7 2

L@.&@Uzcjﬁw DJ\J.J&VJLY«:UWL;MJQ\@ J}ﬂaﬁcu)

-

®©

.0, ©O0f o ﬂ’aﬂ// 2% o, . & W% &2 _.0 £

cd.:)jj.p\ dj_a...e A.Sy»)jow‘.,\wd‘.,\.@.w\jw‘ 1
L 6 ru@vw Jweuw\méaw\mu o G r Jpi

54 Sirah al-zalzalah, 99:6-8.
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Allah will single out a man from my nation at the head of all the creations on the
Day of Resurrection. Ninety-nine scrolls (of bad deeds) will be spread out before
him, each as far as the eye can see. He will be asked, “Do you deny doing any of
this? Did my recording, guardian angels wrong you in any way?” The man will
answer, “No, my Lord.” He will be asked, “Do you have any excuse?” to which he
will again reply, “No, my Lord.” It will then be said, “Rather you certainly do have
a good deed with us and there will be no injustice on you today.” A card will then
be brought out, written on it: “| testify there is nothing deserving of worship but
Allah, and | testify that Muhammad is his servant and messenger.” The man will
be told, “Present yourself for your weighing.” He will ask, “My Lord, what is this
card compared to all these scrolls (of bad deeds)?” He (Allah) will tell him, “You
will certainly not be wronged.” So the scrolls will be placed in one pan (of the
scale) and the card in the other, and the scrolls will be lighter and the card

heavier as nothing is heavier than the name of Allah.®

From this hadtth, it is apparent that it is the written records of deeds weighed instead of

the deeds themselves.

There are other texts that indicate what is weighed is the person who does the deeds.

For example, Allah says:

% Recorded by al-Tirmidht, Ibn Majah, and Ahmad. al-Albani said it is authentic in his “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no.
2127).
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Those are the ones who disbelieve in the verses of their Lord and in (their)

meeting with him, so their deeds have become worthless. And we will not

assign to them on the Day of Resurrection any weight.®®

But it has been said that the meaning of & weight in the verse could mean
“significance” or “importance” instead of weight. Another indication that it may be the
person himself that is weighed is the hadith of Abl Hurayrah ( «c & ., ) in which he

narrated that the prophet (L. «ls a1 L) said:

D

(Lo gns CL&‘LU\ Xs uf Y A 55 el | V‘h"” &;\dt} ZL‘ )
A huge, fat man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection and he will not weigh

in the sight of Allah even as much as a gnat’s wing.®’

The understanding that it is the person who will be weighed is also indicated by the
hadith of Ibn Mas’td ( «= &I ., ) when he was once trying to break a siwak branch from
a tree. He used to have thin legs and the wind blew and started to move him. Because
of this, other companions (W & .5, ) began laughing at him. So the prophet ( 61,;
VLJ «le ) asked them, “What are you laughing at?” They answered, “At the skinniness of

his legs.” The prophet ( .L.; «s &l L) then said:

% Sgrah al-Kahf, 18:105.
%7 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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| swear by the one in who hand is my soul (Allah), they (his legs) are both

heavier in the scale than Mt. Uhud.®®

So to conclude, we have texts indicating three things that will be weighed in the scale:

the deeds, the records of deeds, and the person who performed the deeds.

Some scholars said the way to understand these together is simply that some people
will have their deeds weighed, some will have their records of deeds weighed, and
others will be weighed themselves. Other scholars said that when texts mention deeds
being weighed, what is really meant is the records of deeds, and as for a person being

weighed, this is specific to certain individuals.

Other scholars have combined these texts with the understanding that in reality only the
records of deeds are weighed, but they will be heavy or light based on the merit and

greatness of the deeds written in them. So in essence, it is as if the deeds are weighed.

But after reflecting on the texts relevant to this issue, we find most of them indicate that
it is the deeds that are weighed. Yet some people will be exclusively chosen to have
their records of deeds weighed or even the individual himself. As far as the hadith of Ibn
Mas’lGd or the “Hadith of the Card,” it could be that these are specific situations for

which Allah chooses whomever he wants from his servants.

% Recorded by Ahmad (1/421) and al-Albant classed its chain of narrators as hasan in “Sharh al-A'qidah al-
Tahawiyyah.”
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So the scales are placed, people’s deeds are weighed, then the books of deeds are

distributed.
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THE SEVENTH EVENT

The Books of Deeds are Distributed

People’s books of deeds will be distributed, open for them to read. An individual’s book
of deeds is the register with every action he did in life written inside. These deeds are
being written now by the angels entrusted with recording the actions of all the children

of Adam. Allah ( il ) says:

. A.°_ . 2o, P <z . P . < 0% o, &
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And indeed, (appointed) over you are keepers, honorable recorders. They

know whatever you do.®®

These angels record in a book everything a person does because they are always with
him. And on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will bring forth this book, making it known to

the person as he says:

- L d= T & 0.
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% Sgrah al-Isra, 82:10-12. In Sdrah Qaf, 50:17-18, Allah informs us that the angels are seated on the right and left of
us:

{Mw)mvuywmu.mdw|u;}w&.s\u”wbmm

When the two receivers receive, seated on the right and on the Ieft Not aword does he utter but thereis a
watcher by him ready (to record it).
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Every person, we have imposed his fate upon his neck. And we will
produce for him, on the Day of Resurrection, a record which he will find
spread open. (It will be said to him,) “Read your book. You are sufficient

today as a reckoner against yourself.”"°

The Recording of Good Deeds

Both good deeds and bad deeds are written in these books. As for the good deeds, the
actions a person actually does are recorded, as are his good intentions and even those
deeds he intends to do but may not have actually done them. So there are three types
of rewarded behavior: 1) good deeds performed, 2) good intentions, and 3) good deeds

intended but not performed.
1. Good Deeds: It is clear that a person’s good deeds are written.

2. Good Intentions: Intending to do a good deed is also recorded in a person’s favor.
But a reward is given for only the intention and not necessarily the action intended. This
is based on the hadith of a rich man who spends his wealth in charity and a poor man
who says, “If | had wealth, | would do what he does.” About these two, the prophet ( dl.;

Loy e &1 said:

® Sgrah al-Infitar, 17:13-14.
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He is rewarded for his intention, and the reward is the same for both.”*

So both the rich and poor are equally rewarded in intention but not in action. This is also
confirmed by the narration in which the poor immigrants of Medina complained to the
prophet ( ri.ﬂ) ol Q,Lp ), saying, “Oh messenger of Allah, the wealthy have overtaken
us (in reward).” The prophet ( 1., «l= & _l-) said (as a way to catch up with the

wealthy in rewards):

28 57 (EeiE ol” PR B0 L. L B9 S. . 8 o4 S
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Glorify Allah, declare his greatness, and thank him after each prayer thirty-three

times.

" Recorded by al-Tirmidht and Ibn Majah and al-Albani said it is authentic in “Sahith Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 1894).
The full text of the hadtth is:
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There are three things that | attest to; | will mention them so remember them. 1) Charity will never decrease
a person’s wealth, 2) no servant is wronged and patiently endures that except that Allah will increase him in
honor, and 3) no servant opens the door of begging except that Allah will open the door of poverty (or he
said similarly). And | will mention something else so remember it. The world is for four types of people: 1) a
person Allah has provided with wealth and knowledge so he is conscientious of his Lord regarding them and
thus gains his mercy therewith. He knows Allah has a right upon him with regards to them, and this is the
best of the (four) types. 2) A person Allah has provided with knowledge but not wealth, yet he is truthful in
his intention when he says, “If | had wealth, | would do what so-and-so does (the first type of person).” So he
is rewarded for his intention, and the reward is the same for both of them. 3) A person Allah has provided
wealth but no knowledge so that he aimlessly wastes his wealth without knowledge. He is neither
conscientious of his Lord with it nor does he achieve his mercy. He does not even know that Allah has a
right upon him regarding it, and this is the worst of the (four) types. 4) A person Allah has provided no wealth

and no knowledge. But he says, “If | had wealth, | would do what so-and-so does (the third type of person).”
So he is also recorded for his intention, and the sin is the same for both of them.
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But when this advice reached the wealthy, they too did likewise. So the poor returned,
complaining to the prophet ( (..L) ale Al L,La) again that the rich are now doing both—
giving charity and praising Allah after the prayers. He (VL, ale Al dl;) then said:

s - 0 .

((;L.«.’U.A‘\J}JUJ‘M&JJJ»

That is the favor of Allah he gives to whom he wishes."?

The prophet did not reply the second time that the poor, despite their sincere intentions,
would have the same reward as the rich in deed. And this is fair because a man who
does not perform a certain deed is not the same as the one who actually does it, yet he

may still get a similar reward for the intention alone.

3. Good Deeds Intended but Not Performed: The third type of rewarded behavior
which a person may find written in his book of deeds is the actions he may sincerely
intend to do but did not actually do them. The difference between this type and the
second is that for these intentions, he does receive a reward for the action itself. These
are the deeds that an individual may intend to do and perhaps he does as much as he
is able to of such deed. Then something prevents him from completing the deed. In

such case, a full good deed will be recorded based on the statement of Allah:

2280 £ . 7. 077 2 o. 2° o @ g 2 . °o 2o .
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2 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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And whoever leaves his home as an emigrant to Allah and his messenger
and then death overtakes him, his reward has already become incumbent

upon Allah.”

In this is also good news for students of religious knowledge. For example, if someone
intends to study religious knowledge for the purpose of benefiting others with such
information, defending the Sunnah of the messenger ( L., «ls a1 L) and spreading
Allah’s religion throughout the earth, yet he is unable to complete his studies—perhaps
he dies in the process, for example—he will still have those good deeds recorded for

him and he will achieve its rewards.

Even if a person has a habit of performing a particular good deed but for some reason
he is unable to do it under certain circumstances, he still has the good deed recorded

for him. The prophet (L., «ls &1 L) said:

£ & 0. . 7 . ©0F% f£o0.
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When a servant becomes sick or travels, whatever he used to do while residing

at home or healthy will still be recorded for him.”

The Recording of Bad Deeds

"3 Siirah al-Nisa, 4:100.
" Recorded by al-Bukhar.
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As for bad deeds, they are written against a person if: 1) he actually does a bad deed,
2) he intends and hopes to do the bad deed, and 3) he intends to do the bad deed and

tries to commit it but for some reason he is unable to.

1. Bad Deeds: This is clear; if someone does a bad deed, he has it recorded against

him.

2. Bad Intentions: Sins an individual intends or hopes to do are also written against
him. But like good intentions, he has a bad deed recorded for the intention and not a full
bad deed for the action intended. The proof of this is in the same hadith mentioned
about good intentions. The prophet ( (.L, oo Al uu ) spoke about a person Allah had
provided wealth but no knowledge so that he aimlessly wasted his wealth. A person
Allah had given neither wealth nor knowledge then said, “If | had wealth, | would do
what he does,” admiring the former's wasteful spending. So the prophet ( +ls & ul.;
oLy ) said:
( Z\}; LQ_;;)P w }%_9 )

He is recorded for his intention, and the sin is the same for both of them.”

As for an individual intending to do a bad deed but refrains from it, this is of three types:
1) If the person does not do the deed because he was unable though he tried to do it,
he is just like a person who actually did the bad deed, 2) If he refrains from doing the

deed for the sake of Allah, he is rewarded, and 3) If he simply decides not to do it (but

5 Recorded by al-TirmidhT and Ibn Majah and al-Albant said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidh1” (no. 1894).
See page 53 for the full hadtth.
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not for the sake of Allah) or even if committing the deed did not seriously cross his mind,

then he has neither sin nor reward written for him.

3. Bad Deeds Intended but Not Performed: These are also recorded against a person

as complete bad deeds if the person tried his utmost to do them based on the statement

of the prophet (L «s &l JLo):
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If two Muslims face off with their swords (i.e. if they fight to the death), both of

them are people of the fire.

After hearing this, the companions asked, “Messenger of Allah, we understand about

the killer, but why the one killed too?” He replied:

He also wanted to kill his opponent.”®

Similarly, if someone wanted to drink alcohol but something happened so that he was
unable to do it, it is still recorded against him as a bad deed because he tried as much

as he could to commit it.

" Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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To conclude this topic we must know that Allah rewards good deeds with rewards
greater than the original good deed, but he recompenses a bad deed only equivalent to

the original sin; he says ( Jw ):
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Whoever comes (on the Day of Judgment) with a good deed will have ten

times the like thereof, and whoever comes with an evil deed will not be

recompensed except the like thereof, and they will not be wronged.””
Receiving the Books of Deeds

About the distribution of these books and the ways in which people will receive them,

Allah ( i ) says:
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" Strah al-Ana’'m, 6:160. Evidence from the Sunnah of a ten-fold reward for a good deed and only a single
recompense for a bad deed is the hadith recorded by Muslim in which the prophet ( VLJ wJe dl de) said:

w}b ‘JM‘-;V‘A_)JL’ U"-’ J.Ltf\)‘L@JMWWn\JMMLwa}cbﬂ)\@b\ﬂdﬁ@bnl;-u.n An‘dj.b»
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Allah says, “Whoever does a good deed will have ten times reward for it or even more. And whoever does a
bad deed will have a single bad deed for it or | will forgive it. Whoever comes close to me a hand-span, | will
come close to him an arm’s length; and whoever comes close to me an arm’s length, | will come close to
him the distance of two outstretched arms. Whoever comes to me walking, | will come to him running. And
whoever meets me with the earth full of sins but associated nothing with me in worship, | will meet him with
as much forgiveness.”
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Then as for he who is given his record in his right hand, he will be judged
with an easy reckoning, and he will return to his people in happiness. But
as for he who is given his record behind his back, he will cry out for

destruction, and he will burn in a blaze.”

And he says:

s Lol o 806 058 sy Ss [l 10 UF5

But as for he who is given his record in his left hand, he will say, “Oh, |

wish | had never been given my record.””®

On the Day of Judgment, people will receive their books of deeds in different ways.
Some will be given their books in their right hands — these are the believers. In this is
also an indication that the right hand is more honorable and so a believer is given his
book in his right hand. When the believer receives his book of deeds, he will take it with

his right hand, rejoice, then cry out:
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So as for he who is given his record in his right hand, he will say, “Here,

read my record!”®

"8 Sdrah al-Inshigaq, 84:7-12.
" Sirah al-Haggah, 69:25.
8 Sirah al-Haggah, 69:19.
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But as for a disbeliever in Allah, he receives his book of deeds in his left hand or from

behind his back. He will then cry out for destruction:

Cola G 3 105 o s &l (3 0 G 00 sy Lis (pf L2 00D
But as for he who is given his record in his left hand, he will say, “Oh, |

wish | had never been given my record and had never known what my

account was.®

So the manner in which people receive their books of deeds is of three types: in the
right hand, in the left hand, and behind the back. But these three types are only different
in description and are not three separate ways books will be distributed. This is because
if an individual receives his book of deeds from behind his back, he is at the same time
given his book in his left hand—he takes it with his left hand, reaching his hand behind
him. And since he receives his book with his left hand, he is known as one of the
“People of the Left.”® He receives his book behind his back because during his life, he
turned his back on the book of Allah. So it is only befitting that in return, he is given his

book of deeds from behind his back, and Allah knows best.

To conclude, Allah ( sy sl=..) Says:

8. Sirah al-Haggah, 69:25-26.
82 A similar description is used in the Sdrah al-Wagqi'ah, 56:8-9:
€ bl el G ) Lol e a2 LGl G atadt LB b

The Companions of the Right —what are the Companions of the Right? And the Companions of the
Left —what re the Companions of the Left?
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And for every person we have imposed his fate upon his neck, and we will
produce for him on the Day of Resurrection a book which he will find wide
open. “Read your book. Your own self is sufficient as a reckoner against

5383

you today.

As for his fate (i.e. his deeds) imposed on his neck, this is the most befitting attachment
for a person’s deeds — bound to his neck — because he will never be separated from
them until he dies. He will find his book open; he neither expends effort nor does he find
difficulty in opening it. € Read your book. ? Read what has been written for or against
you. & Your own self is sufficient as a reckoner against you today. # This is the
perfection of justice and fairness — that the individual will be responsible for taking

himself to account.

We have in front of us now a door we may close on every bad deed, every sin:
repentance. Regardless of how great a sin may be, when someone repents to Allah, he
will forgive him. Even if a person continuously repeated the same sin but he repents,
Allah will forgive him. The matter is still within our hands, so we must ensure that

nothing is written in this book except righteous deeds before Allah judges creation.

8 Sgrah al-Isra, 17:13-14.
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THE EIGHTH EVENT

Allah Judges Creation

The Arabic word commonly used here, i > (muhasabah) or A (hisab), “judging,”
“reckoning,” or “taking to account” is when people will be called to recollect, admit, and
be judged on the Day of Resurrection for the actions they did in this life. As far religious
evidence for this event, it is confirmed by the Quran, the Sunnah, the consensus of

mainstream Muslims, and even suggested by one’s intellect.

In the Quran, Allah ( Jw ) says:

8
@

(bles G 07 e 0 el i)

Certainly, to us is their return, then certainly upon us is their reckoning.®

And:
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Then as for he who is given his record in his right hand, he will be judged

with an easy reckoning.®®

8 Sirah al-Ghashiyah, 88:25-26.
% Sirah al-Inshigaq, 84:7-12.
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As for the Sunnah, numerous hadith have been authentically reported from the prophet
(ks «ls &1 L) that Allah will judge his creations. For example, the prophet ( «s &l Lo

Vi“ﬁ ) used to say in some of his prayers:

Zo . Z . o P ﬁﬂ'ﬁ
Vit Gl il 200

Oh Allah, call me to account with an easy reckoning.

Upon hearing this, ‘Aishah ( lzs &l >, ) asked, “What is an easy reckoning?” He

answered:

Lo, 2. . .7

’Qa/oz
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That he looks into his book but pardons him (or finds in his book that he has been

pardoned).®®

As for the consensus among mainstream Muslims, the entire nation of believers has

always agreed that Allah will judge creation.

And as for the intellect, it is understood that Allah will judge us because we have been
made responsible for actions: obligated to do some, obligated to avoid some, and
obligated to hold certain beliefs. Intellect and wisdom dictates that anyone made

responsible for something will be held accountable for it and judged for it.

% Recorded by Ahmad (6/48) and Ibn AbT ‘Asim in “Kitab al-Sunnah” (no. 885). al-AlbanT said it is authentic in his
checking of “Kitab al-Sunnah” (2/429).
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There are, however, some people who will be exempt from being judged; they will be
allowed to enter Paradise without judgment or punishment. This has been confirmed in

“Sahih al-Bukhar?” and “Sahth Muslim.” The prophet ( WL) s a1 L) said:
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| was shown the nations (of prophets) and | saw a prophet with an entire nation

o

-

with him, a prophet with only a single follower, a prophet with ten followers, a
prophet with five, and a prophet with none. | then saw a huge crowd and asked,
“Oh (Angel) Gabriel, is this my nation?” to which he replied, “No, but look to the
horizon.” | then looked and saw a huge nation (of followers). Gabriel said, “This is
your nation and in front of them are seventy thousand who will have no judgment
and no punishment.” | asked, “Why?” He answered, “They did not practice
cauterization, did not seek rugya (incantations, healings with Quran recitations),

did not believe in good or bad omens, and they relied exclusively on their Lord.”

After hearing this, a companion named ‘Ukkashah Ibn Mihsan stood and said to the

prophet, “Pray to Allah to make me one of those.” So the prophet said:
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Oh Allah, make him one of them.

Then another man stood and he too asked, “Pray to Allah to make me one of them,” but

the prophet (L., «ls &1 L) replied:

2 % P
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‘Ukkashah beat you to it.%’

There is even a narration recorded by Imam Ahmad (5/280, 281) in which these seventy
thousand will each have with them an additional seventy thousand, and all of them

(70,000 x 70,000) will enter Paradise without judgment or punishment.

The creations to be judged will also include the Jinn, the creatures created by Allah that
are unseen by mankind, because they too are held accountable for their beliefs and

actions. So like a human, a disbelieving Jinn will enter the fire:

3w\@¢y\;@\@rﬁswwbﬁig\#é\au

(Allah) will say, “Enter among nations which had passed on before you of

Jinn and mankind into the fire.”%®

8" Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
% Sirah al-A'raf, 7:38.
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...and a believing Jinn will enter Paradise according to the opinion of most scholars, and

this position is correct as indicated by the statement of Allah about two particular

gardens given to those who will enter paradise:

;’i/ ,oﬂ’n:,ﬁ.&ﬂ?"/a’ .oﬁ 2 P - RN
L0 Vs gl (] el o Sl A6 b
In them are women limiting (their) glances, untouched before them by man

or Jinn.%®

Here is a question: Will animals be judged and held accountable? The answer is as far
as judging between them to establish justice and fairness for what occurred between

them, then yes, they will be judged because the prophet ((,L, ale Al dLa) said:

Lo~ 9 % o . °_ 0 % Py i - /.° ~,0_. . 0% T ’iﬂ ° fifl,ﬂ’
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The rights of justice will be established among those who deserve them on the

Day of Resurrection so much so that a ram without horns will be given its rights

taken from it by a ram with horns.%

But again, this is only for ensuring that complete fairness and justice is finally
established. As far as being judged for actions they were responsible for carrying out,
then no, animals will not be held accountable as they are not responsible for such

actions. They will have neither reward nor punishment.

8 Sgrah al-Rahman, 55:56.
% Recorded by Muslim.
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A Believer’s Judgment

Describing the manner in which Allah will judge a believer and take him to account, lbn
‘Umar (g a1 5, ) narrated that the prophet ( VLJ e dl L;.w ) described the private

counsel to be held between a true believer and his Lord:
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Allah will draw a believer close, placing him under his care and screening him.
Allah will say to him, “Do you remember this sin and that sin?” The person will
answer, “Yes, my Lord.” After he is made to confess all of his sins and he
sincerely believes he is ruined, Allah will say, “I concealed them for you in life

and | forgive you for them today.”*

While speaking with his servant, Allah ( Jls; «l=..) Will screen him so that no one will
see or hear him during their private conversation. This is a way of Allah ( > 5 )
favoring and showing kindness to a true believer in him. When people make someone
confess their crimes publicly in front of everyone, even if they pardon the individual for
them, there is still an aspect of scandal and humiliation that remains. Yet if such
proceedings were held privately, then this would be a better way of concealing and

protecting people from that.

% Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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A Disbeliever’s Judgment
Describing a disbeliever’s judgment, Ibn Taymiyyah, said:

As for a disbeliever, they will not be judged in the same manner as someone who has
his good and bad deeds weighed. This is because those who disbelieve in Allah have no
good deeds at all. Still, their deeds will be counted and they will be held responsible for

them; they will be made to confess them and will be humiliated.

The meaning of this has come in the same hadtth of Ibn ‘Umar previously mentioned in
which the prophet spoke about how Allah will conceal a believer and speak privately

with him. The prophet (L.; s &l ,L-) then said:

P
-

o R
.

15235 2l £¥5a 1 Bt ugey Lo g (306 0,1 JusdI G
Clt e

But as for the disbelievers and hypocrites, they will be publicly called out in front
of all creation and it will be announced, “These are the ones who lied against

Allah.”%?

Also in “Sahth Muslim,” Abd Hurayrah narrated that the messenger of Allah ( L &l le.,a

oLy ) said:

92 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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Allah will meet with a servant, asking, “Oh so-and-so, did | not honor you, give
you authority, give you a spouse, give you control over horses and camels, and
made you a leader (or allowed you to live a comfortable life)?” The person will

reply, “You did.” Allah will ask him, “Did you think you would ever meet me?” and

he will answer, “No.” So Allah will say, “Then | will forget you as you forgot me.”

Then Allah will meet with a second person and ask, “Oh so-and-so, did | not

honor you, give you authority, give you a spouse, give you control over horses
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and camels, and made you a leader (or allowed you to live a comfortable life)?”
The person will reply, “You did, my Lord.” Allah will ask him, “Did you think you
would ever meet me?” and he will answer, “No.” So Allah will say, “Then | will

forget you as you forgot me.”

Allah will then meet with a third person and will ask him similarly as he did with
the others, but this person will say, “My Lord, | believed in you, in your book, and
in your messengers. | prayed, fasted, and gave charity.” And he will continue
praising the good (he did) as much as he can. Allah will say, “(Stop) then. Now
we will bring forth our witness against you.” The person will think to himself about
who this witness could be to testify against him. His mouth will then be sealed
and his legs, his flesh and bones will be told, “Speak.” His legs, flesh, and bones
will then speak about what he did. That is the person who will have no excuse for

himself; that is the hypocrite, and that is the one with whom Allah is angry.*?

On the Day of Judgment, the first people to be judged will be this nation, the Muslims

who followed Muhammad ( 1., «ls 41 JL-), based on the prophet's statement:

o7 o & 0. & ~0_. .0 ~ 0%
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We are the last ones (in this life) but the first ones on the Day of Resurrection to

have their accounts settled before the rest of creation.®*

9 Recorded by Muslim.
% Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim. In a similar hadtth, also recorded by them both, the prophet ( ri“f ale dl Lj.«;)

said:
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Similarly, Ibn ‘Abbas (L. 41 ;) narrated that the prophet (L., «ls &1 L) said

QL@MJ Jy\"" “LEQ‘;;L;HQA of rﬂ\;\uz,»
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We are the last religious nation (in this life) but the first to be judged. It will be

c»
..4"

said, “Where is the illiterate nation and its prophet?” So we are the last ones yet

the first ones.®®

The first thing for which a worshipper of Allah will be judged and called to account
regarding the rights of Allah will be his prayer based on the statement of the prophet

(Vj—“')“‘.'.‘l;‘j‘”gs}“’):
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The first thing for which a worshipper will be judged on the Day of Resurrection

will be prayer. If it is sound, the rest of his deeds will be sound, but if it is bad, the

rest of his deeds will be bad.%
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We are the last ones but the first ones on the Day of Resurrection. They were given the scripture before us
and we were given it after them. So this is the day they differed about, but Allah has guided us. So tomorrow

is for the Jews, and the day after is for the Christians.
® Recorded by Ibn Majah, Ahmad, and al-Bayhaqt. al-Albant said it is authentic in “Sahth Sunan lbn Majah” (no.

3463)
® Recorded by al-TirmidhT, al-Nasar, Ibn Majah, and al-Tabarani. The text is from al-Tabarant and al-AlbanTt said it is

authentic in “Sahth al-Targhib wal-Tarhib” (1/185).
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However, the first crimes to be judged regarding the rights of other people will be those
pertaining to bloodshed as he ( ,1.; s &l L) said:
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The first thing to be settled between people on the Day of Resurrection will be

(crimes of) bloodshed.®’

This is because prayer is the best bodily act of worship related to the rights of Allah, and

bloodshed is the greatest violation of communal rights related to mankind.

" Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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THE NINTH EVENT

Muhammad'’s Pool (The Haud)

The Arabic word dp}} (Haud), “cistern” or “pool,” is the pool of water given to Prophet
Muhammad ( 1., <l & L) and located where people will stand on the Day of

Resurrection. About it, the prophet ( (.L, ale Al uLp) said:

(« upj,,)\ ul" V_ﬂ{LJg é\ )

| will certainly precede you and meet you at the pool.?®

There are many descriptions of this pool, from them:

1. This pool exists now because it is confirmed that the prophet ( (,.Lj ale bl L;l,,;) gave a

sermon one day and during it he said:

OV 2y JI Y A Sl
And | am surely looking at my pool right now.*°
He ( los s @1 L) also said:
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9 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
9 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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And my pulpit is upon my pool.*®

From this, we can conclude that it is here in this place (where the prophet’s pulpit was)
yet we just do not see it because it is another matter of our belief in things unseen, or it
could mean that the prophet’s pulpit will be placed over the pool on the Day of

Resurrection.

2. This pool is the place to where two streams from al-Kawthar drain, and al-Kawthar is
a major river in Paradise that Allah has given to the prophet ( 1., ol &l Lo ). So

these two streams drain into the pool as the prophet ( VLJ ale Al L;Lo) said:

.&/°o o ” LA -, 0 . o7,
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Two streams from Paradise drain to it.1%

3. The pool will be before the bridge over Hell because the situation calls for that.
People will desperately need a drink on the Day of Judgment before they cross the

bridge.

4. The pool will be exclusively for the believers who believed in Allah and his messenger

Muhammad ( (L.; «ls &l L), those who followed his teachings.'® As for those of this

100 pecorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.

101 Allah says in Strah al-Kawthar, 108:1:
50 BEhef Gy b
Indeed, we have given you al-Kawthar.

102
103

Recorded by Muslim.
In a hadith recorded by Muslim, the prophet ( L., <= a1 L) said:
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nation who were arrogant and refused to follow his teachings, they will be driven away

from it.1%

5. As for the water contained in the pool:
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Its water is whiter that milk...

This is the color; as for the taste:

( ) i u*‘ ul"‘ﬁ )

...and sweeter than honey.'®

And as for its fragrance:
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And its fragrance smells better than perfume.'®

6. Around the pool will be drinking vessels:

L e A e L
It is a pool my nation will come to on the Day of Resurrection.

1% The evidence for this is recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim:
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A servant will be moved among them and | will say, “My Lord, he is from my nation,” but it will be said, “You
do not know what they innovated after you.”

Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
196 Recorded by Muslim.

105
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And the drinking vessels for it are as numerous as the stars in the sky.®’

This wording, “as numerous as the stars” has come in some narrations. Others,

however, mention:

- 22 .
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And its mugs are like the stars in the sky.'®

The second wording is more general and may mean the drinking vessels are like the
stars both in number and in brightness. So the pool’s drinking cups are like the stars in

number and in brightness.

7. The effect of drinking from this pool is:

z .8 8.0, ¢,
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So whoever drinks from it will never again be thirsty.*%

This is from the perfect wisdom of Allah ( }>s 3 ); whoever drinks from the religious

legislation in this life will never suffer.

107

Recorded by al-Bukhart.
108

Recorded by Muslim.
199 Recorded by Muslim.
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8. As for the area of this pool:

£ . P
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My pool is as wide as a month’s journey and all of its sides are the same

(distance apart).*°

This indicates that the pool is round because each point could not be the same distance
across unless it were round. As for the length, a month, this is measured by what was
commonly known during the time of the prophet ( l.; «ls &1 L) in that it was the

distance traveled a month by a camel walking normally.

9. Do other prophets have specific pools for them as well and their religious followers?
Yes, there is a hadiith recorded by al-Tirmidhi—though there are issues as to its
authenticity—in which the prophet ( L., s &l L) said:

2

b,

of ,«o‘; P . 28.°¢ 0288 0. ... 083

) u)l cob)\ij\ V—@J‘ O)ALM: r@!}cu}}w;}ﬁb

( oéj\j ;‘AJ.:ST
There is for every prophet a pool, and they will boast as to which of them has the

most visitors. And | hope that | will have the most visitors of them all.***

So just as Allah, out of his wisdom and perfect justice, has given Prophet Muhammad

((oles ae &1 L) @ pool to which the believers of his nation will visit, he has given every

110

Recorded by Muslim.
111

Recorded by al-TirmidhT and others, and al-Albani said it is authentic and is in his “Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah”
(no. 1589).
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other prophet a specific pool also. This is so that the believers and followers of past

prophets can enjoy this benefit too. But the greatest pool is the one belonging to our

prophet (L., ols &1 JLo).
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THE TENTH EVENT

The Bridge

The Arabic word L\;.,a (Siraf) is the bridge stretched over Hell over which people will

cross to get to Paradise. About it, Allah ( J ) says:

(Cais G 00 Je 8 0 LM)U wv,@o\j)

And there is none of you except that he will pass over it. This is with your
Lord a decree which must be accomplished.**?

Abdullah Ibn Mas’td, Qatadah, and Zayd Ibn Aslam explained this verse to mean the

crossing of the bridge. Others, including Ibn ‘Abbas, explained that it describes those

who will enter the fire but will be saved from it.

The prophet ( ,L.; «s &l L) said:
«V_LNV.LN(,.@_U\ L@p}@@\&;&}cwdbw\u;gj;»

Then the bridge will be placed over Hell and intercession will be permitted. They
(the messengers) will say, “Oh Allah, save (us), save (us).”**?

12 - Stirah Maryam, 19:71.
% Recorded by by al-Bukhart and Muslim. The wording of Muslim is above; the wording of al-Bukhart is:

«VJ”“ (,.Ld ﬁ_U\ D LI HE e e Ul 056 e o e )
The bridge of Hell will be placed and | will be the first to be permitted. The supplication of the messengers
that day will be, “Oh Allah, save (us), save (us).”
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Scholars have differed as to the exact nature of this bridge. Some say it is a wide path
over which people will cross according to the deeds they did in this life. They say it is
wide because the word “bridge,” taken at face value, means just that and because
Allah’s messenger ( .L.; «\s 41 L) described it as being slippery and elusive. They
understood that the bridge must be somewhat wide because a very narrow path would
not be described with the specific Arabic words (slippery and elusive) that the prophet

used. When asked about the bridge, the prophet ( .1, 4\s 41 L) said:
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It is slippery, elusive with hooks and grapples, and broad spikes and curved

thorns.1**

And in the hadith narrated by Abl Hurayrah, the prophet ( L., «ls &1 L) said:

}"o.,:ﬂﬁ ] . . ~07 & 7o . ¥g o7 ./oﬁ o, %0 2 - P
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It has hooks like the thorns of al-Sa’dan (a place in Najd) except that no one but

Allah knows the huge size of them. They will seize people according to their

deeds.'?®

114 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

115 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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Other scholars said no, it is actually a very narrow bridge just as has come in a hadith

narrated by Abl Sa'ld al-KhudrT («= &I ., ) in which he said:

-
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He informed (or: It has reached) me that the bridge is sharper that a sword and

thinner than a hair.**®

Here we come to a question: How is it possible for people to actually pass over a bridge
like this? The answer is that the events and things to occur in the hereafter cannot be
compared to or measured based solely on what we know of things of this life. Allah is
capable of anything, and we do not know exactly how people will cross it. Will they

cross in groups or one at a time? Allah knows best.

But regarding this issue—whether the bridge is wide or narrow—it is not incumbent on
people to accept one position over the other because both groups of scholars have
strong points.

Crossing the Bridge

No one will cross the bridge except the believers. As for the disbelievers, they will be

taken straight to the fire. The believers will cross it according to their deeds based on

116 Recorded by Imam Ahmad in a marfia’ form meaning some hadith scholars accept it as being “raised” to the status

of an actual statement of the prophet himself ( (,L, e Dl _,Lp ). Imam Muslim also mentioned it in his authentic
collection as a comment to another hadtth.
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the hadith narrated by Abl Sa'id al-KhudrT ( «s &l ., ) that the prophet ( L., «ls &l L)

said:
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The believers will cross: some as fast as the blink of an eye, some like lightning,
some like the wind, some like a bird, some like horses, and some as fast as
camels. Some people will be safe a secure, some will be scratched but delivered,

and others will fall into the fire of Hell.'’

The speed at which a person crosses is obviously not by his choice. If it were, naturally
everyone would want to cross quickly. Rather, the passage across is according to the
speed at which he used to accept religious teachings in this life. So whoever was
always quick to accept the teachings of the messengers, he will pass quickly over the
bridge. Whoever was slow to accept them will pass slowly over the bridge. It is a

suitable reward and the reward is according to the deed.

Some people will be seized by hooks that are on the bridge and, again, this will only be
according to their deeds. As for the prophet’s statement, “others will fall into the fire of
Hell,” it is understood that the fire into which sinners will fall is the same fire the
disbelievers will be in. However, these believing sinners will still not experience the

same punishment as disbelievers will. Some scholars have even said that this fire will

117 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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be cool and safe for them just as the fire was cool and peaceful on Prophet Abraham.*®
However, what is more apparent is that this is not the case; the fire will likely be hot and

painful but not as intense as the heat the disbelievers in Allah will experience.

As a side note, the points on the body upon which believers prostrate during prayer will
never be touched by the fire just as it has been reported by the prophet in “Sahth al-
Bukhar” and “Sahth Muslim.”**® The places of prostration are those that touch the

ground: the forehead, nose, palms, knees, and the toes.

In a hadith in “Sahih Muslim,” the prophet ( L., «ls 41 L) also said:

G5 ) Mﬁ” \clm.., - .’.w&‘;ﬁ\;;u,:_;;ew s
Their deeds will carry them (over the bridge) while your prophet is standing on

the bridge saying, “My Lord, save (them), save (them).” Some servants’ deeds

18 This is when the disbelieving people attempted to burn Abraham for destroying their idols. About this, Allah says in

Sdrah al-Anbiya, 21:68-69:
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They said, “Burn him and support your gods if you are to act.” We (Allah) said, “Fire, be coolness

and safety upon Abraham.”

19 The hadith, recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim, is:
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When Allah wants mercy for someone from the people of the fire, he commands the angels to take out

whoever used to worship Allah. So they (the angels) will recognize them by the marks of prostration
because Allah has forbidden the fire from destroying the marks of prostration.
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will hinder them so much that a man will be unable to pass over except while

crawling.*®

And in “Sahth al-Bukhart:”
(U ;,°.f é}le_,d,.)

..until the last of them crosses being dragged.**

The first of the prophets to cross the bridge will be Muhammad ((,Lj e Al gjé) and the

first of all religious nations will be his nation as the prophet ( (.L, ale Al dLa) said:

&3\6;534&;\Y\@;’g§:vj‘uﬁxw f
NIRRT

| and my nation will be the first to be allowed to cross it. On that day, no one will
speak except the messengers and the prayer of the messengers that day will be,

“Oh Allah, save (us), save (us)!"*??

Ibn Taymiyyah says, “After they cross, they will stop at a bridge/platform between
Paradise and the fire and they will settle any unresolved issues between themselves.”
This area is a small bridge or platform, and this settling of disagreements between them
is not the major settling of affairs and retribution that occurs between people on the Day

of Resurrection. Instead, this particular reconciliation is to resolve any bad feelings,

120

Recorded by Muslim.
121

Recorded by al-Bukhart.
? Recorded by al-Bukhart.
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grudges, or anger that may still remain in people’s hearts. So in a sense, this is a period
of purification because the major settling of disagreements does not necessarily remove

all feelings of resentment within people’s hearts.

So this bridge or platform between Paradise and Hell is to purify the hearts so that the

believers enter Paradise having no bad feelings for one another as Allah ( s ) says:

20 L -
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Enter it with peace, safe and secure. And we will remove whatever is in
their breasts of resentment, (so they will become) brothers, on thrones

facing each other.*?®

About this bridge before Paradise, the prophet ( ,L.; s &l L) said:
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When the believers are delivered from the fire, they will be detained at the bridge
between Paradise and the fire to settle whatever injustices may have occurred
between them in life. When they have all become refined and purified, entrance

into Paradise will be granted. And | swear by the one in whose hand is

123 Siirah al-Hijr, 15:46-47.
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Muhammad’s life, each individual will recognize his home in Paradise even more

so than he does his home in this life.*?*

124

Recorded by al-Bukhart.
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THE ELEVENTH EVENT

The Second Intercession:
For the People of Paradise to Enter

When the believers’ hearts have become purified of any remaining feelings of
disagreement or animosity and all disagreements are resolved, they will be permitted to
enter Paradise. But although they will be granted permission to enter, they will not
immediately find it open like the people of the fire will immediately find Hell open.
Instead, the prophet ( Vj“f ale dl ‘_;La) will intercede with Allah, seeking permission from
him for the gates of Paradise to be opened. Allah ( ~; 3 ) indicates this by his

statement:

(Gl oy Gl 13 2> )

When they reach it and its gates will be opened.?

He did not say, “...when they reach it, its gates will be open.” In this — the usage of
“and” in the verse — there is an indication that something is to occur before Paradise is
opened and it is this second type of intercession granted to Prophet Muhammad ( ! ‘_,;L.a

(,L} «le ). As for the people of the fire, Allah says about them:

G e Gails 13] 2 B

125 As for the exact, chronological order of the events mentioned in this work to occur on the Day of Resurrection,

Allah knows best.
128 Sgrah al-zumar, 39:73.
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When they reach it, its gates are opened.*®’

This is because when the people of the fire arrive to it, they will find it open, prepared for

their reception, and we seek Allah’s protection from that.

This intercession of the prophet ( L. «\s &1 L) for Paradise to be opened is explicitly
mentioned in the hadith recorded by Muslim in which Hudhayfah and Abl Hurayrah (.,

Lgs 41 ) narrated that Allah’s messenger ( L.s s &l L) said:
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Allah ( Jw s 8L ) will gather mankind and the believers will stand until they come
near Paradise. They will then come to Adam, saying, “Our father, open Paradise
for us.” Adam will reply, “And were you not expelled from Paradise before

because of the sin of your father Adam? | am not the one for that. Go to my son

127 srah al-zumar, 39:71.
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Abraham, the friend of Allah.” Abraham will say similarly, “I am not the one for
that. | was only the friend of Allah in the past. Proceed to Moses (V.L, ale dl L;1,;),
the one to whom Allah spoke directly.” So they will come to Moses ( «Js & JL;
Vi“ﬁ ) but he will tell them, “I am not the one for that. Go to Jesus, the word of
Allah and his soul (that he specially created).” Jesus ( olus < a1 Lo ) will say, “I
am not the one for that.” They will then finally come to Muhammad ( +l &l u,t.p

+L.5) who will stand and it (the opening of Paradise) will be permitted for him.***

He (ol «ls a1 JLo) also said:
So YL e, BEE
(Lol § i 5 BT

| am the first to intercede for Paradise (to be opened).'*

This is one of Allah’s favors for Muhammad ( (..Lj ale Al dl.; ). The first intercession in
which he will intercede with Allah to begin judgment on the Day of resurrection is for
relief from hardship, worry, and distress, and the second intercession is for the
attainment of happiness and pleasure. So he (>, L2l ole ) is the intercessor for all
creation, asking for relief from what harms them and asking to bring about what pleases

them.

So these two intercessions, interceding with Allah to begin judgment and interceding for

permission to enter Paradise, are especially for Muhammad ( L., <\ &l Lo ). For this

128 pecorded by Muslim.

129 Recorded by Muslim.
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reason, Adam and the other messengers will excuse themselves and send people away

when they ask them for judgment to begin and to enter Paradise.
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THE TWELFTH EVENT
The Third Intercession:
For the People of the Fire to Escape It

The third type of intercession will be when Prophet Muhammad ( (,L, ale u.t,p )
intercedes with Allah for the believing sinners who deserve to go to the fire. This
intercession is from two different perspectives: 1) he will intercede with Allah for those
who deserve the fire, asking him not to send them to the fire, and 2) for those believers

who have already entered the fire, asking Allah to free them from it.

Regarding the prophet’s intercession with Allah to free believers who have entered the
fire, there are many hadith about this. This type of intercession is not exclusively for
Prophet Muhammad (VLJ ale dl &0 ); other prophets, angels, and even other believers

may be permitted this type of intercession based on the hadith of Abla Sa’'ld that the

prophet (L., «ls 41 L) said:
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Allah ()= 3¢ ) says, “The angels have interceded, the prophets have interceded,
and the believers have interceded, and no one remains except the most merciful

of those who show mercy.” He will then grab a single handful from the fire and
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take out people who have never done any good. They will have been burnt to

coal .30

Regarding the prophet’s intercession for those who deserve to go to Hell, asking Allah
not to enter them into it, this is understood from the general prayers the messenger
( ri.d) oo dl ui.p) made for believers to be forgiven or, for example, when he prayed for
mercy during their funeral prayers. From such supplications, it is understood that these
people will not enter the fire. For example, the prophet ( VLJ ale Al 614) prayed for his

companion, Abd Salamah, when he died, saying:

wﬂw\gw&o‘\.&;\} @@\@Z&}Sé;\} d’ﬁfa.o\c.@.U\»

((%d)yjof.ede GAJ‘}L]\AJL&H&_)) UJUI@\}
Oh Allah, forgive Abl Salamah, raise his status among the guided ones, replace

him with his remaining descendants, and forgive us and him, oh Lord of the

worlds, and make his grave spacious and brighten it for him.*3*

Again, this type of intercession is not specific to the prophet ( V.LJ e dl dLa ). Rather, it
is for other prophets as well who will intercede with Allah for the believing sinners
among their followers. Other believers may intercede for their believing relatives and

other righteous people may intercede for their family, neighbors, or others.

130 " Recorded by al-Bukharf and Muslim.

! Recorded by Muslim.
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THE THIRTEENTH EVENT

Entering Paradise

The Arabic word for Paradise is 4...>- (jannah) and linguistically it means a garden with
thick, lush trees. The religious meaning, however, is the eternal home in the hereafter
that Allah has prepared for his righteous believers. It is the land he has prepared for his
close friends. In it is whatever a soul desires, whatever eyes delight in. Within Paradise
there are delights that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and what has

never been imagined by a human heart.'*

zZ -
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COn 1508 Uy 23 el 68 o gl (il Lo il (IS OG5 3
And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of comfort for eyes as a

reward for what they used to do.***

Paradise has already been created and is in existence now based on the statement of

Allah ( Js ):

A o *
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'* The prophet ( 1.; «ls &I JLs) said in a hadith recorded by al-Bukhar:
0 0B el N Tl BV B e Y G el (gl S35 A 06

Allah said, “I hav; prepared for my righteous servants what no eye has seen, no ear has heard of, and what
has never been imagined by a human heart.”
133 Sirah al-Sajdah, 32:17.
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And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide as the

heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous.***

We also understand that it exists even now based on what the prophet (VLJ ale Al L;l,p)

said once after praying during an eclipse; he said:

£ 2
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| certainly saw Paradise and ate from a grape bunch. If | had picked it, you would

have all eaten from it for as long as this life lasts. And | certainly saw the fire, and

until today, | had never seen a sight as horrible.**

Paradise is also eternal, lasting forever based on Allah’s statement:

Djl‘;;; ;.9 S«UQ_/P '::::? dl:; ;L:Z
And those who are blessed, they will be in Paradise, abiding therein for all

the time the heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord should will

— a gift without end.®

Allah’s words, € abiding therein forever } occur in several verses of the Quran.

134 Sgrah Ali-‘Imran, 3:133.
135 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
1% Sirah Had, 11:108.
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The first person for whom the doors of Paradise will be opened will be Prophet
Muhammad ((,i.ﬂJ ale &l L,La). The proof for this is the authentic hadith in “Sahih Muslim”
in which the prophet ( L.; s &l L) said:

.2 .%o . ﬁ,‘f. ,‘4. L0 Z .. E

((wJ\uLs Cfuu.ﬁd) Mw\cj.’\.a.g;LuY‘JS\ )

| will have the most followers of all the prophets on the Day of Resurrection, and |

will be the first to knock on the door of Paradise.*®’

He ( los «ls @1 L) also said:
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| will come to the door of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection and ask for it to be
opened. The keeper will ask, “Who are you?” and | will answer, “Muhammad.” He

will then say, “l was commanded not to open for anyone before you.”**

The first of all religious followers to step into Paradise will be Prophet Muhammad'’s
nation and the proof is again in “Sahih Muslim.” AbG Hurayrah (< &1 ,,) narrated that
Allah’s messenger ( L. «ls &l L) said:

o, o _ v‘;ﬂo// -0 . -
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187 " Recorded by Muslim.

® Recorded by Muslim.
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We are the last (religious nation in this life), the first on the Day of Resurrection,

and we are the first to enter Paradise.**°
And he (Lo «ls a1 L) said:

//°,o,,.aﬂ.& PR 2 o .
((é.a@\¢ﬁd}lgu\OjJ.§-Y\o>d))

We are the last but the first on the Day of Resurrection.'*

‘First on the Day of Resurrection” includes every time and place on the Day of

Resurrection; see Ibn al-Qayyim’s book, “Hadr al-Arwah” for more details.

As for the gates of Paradise, they are well-known to be eight. Allah ( i ) says:

T e B )
d.l4l

When they reach it and its gates will be opene

More specifically about the number of gates, the prophet ( (,.Lj ale Al L;Lp) said about the

people who wash for prayer and they perfect the washing:

139

Recorded by Muslim.
140

Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
! Sgrah al-zumar, 39:73.
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Anyone of you who washes for prayer (makes wudd) and completes it or perfects
it and then says, ‘I testify that nothing is worthy of worship but Allah and that
Muhammad is his servant and messenger,” the eight gates of Paradise will be

opened for him to enter through whichever of them he wants.**?

These eight gates are each related to specific deeds. For example, those who were
constant in prayer will be called to the gates of prayer; people who gave charity often
will be called to the gates of charity, the people of jihad will be called to the gates of
jihad, and those who fasted often will be called to the gate of fasting known as al-

Rayyan.

Allah will have personally favored some people, blessing them in this life to have
constantly performed righteous deeds of all types so they will be called to all of the
gates. In “Sahth al-Bukhar” and “Sahth Muslim,” Abd Hurayrah ( «s ) ) narrated
that the prophet ( L., «ls &l L) said:
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142 Recorded by Muslim.
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Whoever gives two types (of wealth, property, etc.) in charity for the sake of
Allah, will be called from (the gates of) Paradise, “Oh worshipper of Allah, this
(gate) is better for you!” So those who frequently pray will be called from the Gate
of Prayer; those who perform jihad will be called from the Gate of Jihad; those
who frequently give charity will be called from the Gate of Charity; and those who

often fast will be called from al-Rayyan Gate.

After hearing this, his closest companion, Abl Bakr ( «c 41 s, ) said, “Messenger of
Allah, if someone is called from even one of those gates, it is sufficient for him, but will

there be anyone called from all of the gates?” The prophet ( (.L} ale Al _;La) answered:

o fo ’.‘.’.QE £ 0%, ° .
((r-@ﬁfdj.g) d“j}'-‘)‘j‘r”»

Yes, and | hope you are one of them.**

Here’s a question: If the gates are each specific to a certain act of worship then anyone
who does those deeds should be called by each of the respective gates, right? The
answer is people will be called to enter through a specific gate only if they constantly
performed that specific deed often in their lives. For example, if a man was always
praying, offering the mandatory prayers and many extra prayers, then he would be
called to the Gate of Prayer and likewise the one who fasted often to al-Rayyan. Not

everyone happens to be constant in every single good deed. Rather, you may find that

143 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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you prefer doing more of a certain good deed, some that you are more energetic to
perform over others. Still, Allah has blessed some people who are strong and constant

in performing all righteous deeds as was the case with Abt Bakr («s &l s, ).

About the pleasures to be attained in Paradise, Allah says:

50 G105 b ey G (4l

v

There they will have all that they desire and with us is even more.**

There they will have all that they desire ? meaning: In Paradise they will have
anything they want. It has also been reported in an authentic hadith that a man once
asked the prophet ( VLJ ade uld, ), “Messenger of Allah, will there be horses in

Paradise? | love horses.” He answered:

- o7 G g v, . 9% a2 - ... 87 2 _ o P P ’:_ -5, ° _ ° o’:_ )
s S w . . 7 wli e : R S . . 2
u\i)UaV.; ke Clomed Ul o B33 o e sl ddl sl O

s

- o 2 o,

( w g N >
&.A«-:ﬂ o
r

If you are admitted into Paradise, you will be given a horse made from a ruby

having two wings. You will ride it and it will fly you wherever you want.**

In the same narration but with different wording, a Bedouin then asked, “Messenger of
Allah, are there camels in Paradise? Because | like camels.” The prophet ( L &l u,.u

rj“ ,) IS reported to have said:

4 Stirah Qaf, 50:35.
15 Recorded by Imam Ahmad (5/352), al-Tirmidhi (2543), and al-Baghawi in “Sharh al-Sunnah” (15/222). It is in al-
AlbanTs “Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah” (no. 3001).
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Oh Bedouin, if Allah admits you into Paradise you will have therein whatever your

soul desires, whatever delights your eye.

Anything you desire, it will really be in Paradise. Some scholars even say that if
someone wanted a child he would have a child in Paradise. So whatever people want

they will have, just as Allah ( s ) says:
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And therein is whatever the souls desire and (what) delights the eyes, and

you will abide therein forever.'*

As for the earlier verse, € There they will have all that they desire but with us is
even more J, one meaning of € even more 2 is that Allah has even more to give them
than what they wish for themselves. In other words, if a person wishes for anything, he
will be given what he wants and even more of it. Similarly, there has come in an
authentic hadith the story about the last person to enter Paradise. Allah will give him so

many things until he says, “| am pleased, my Lord!” But Allah will then tell him:
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“This is for you and ten times as much like it.”**’

'“® Sarah al-Zukhruf, 43:71.
7 Recorded by Muslim. The full hadith to which perhaps Shaykh Ibn al-‘Uthaymin refers are:

Page 100




ol s U TS S wJ|wJ|JMJ>>|L;M;@uJ;;; Juwﬂwmy\dgm S5 e L

- 0% - - 07

sy 1 U5 TSI 1,0 L ol ol T4 0 6,55 O 73T 1 J\u?r@.w\j;\,»b(‘;@)uwuu,,uqu%
S G Wy T e W0 e U« L5 sl il 0 L U A5 8 U8 lus i s 0,8 L

@Ep&}d,xg;.;;BSmeu;)\ u.:.U‘dli‘}\ Jbedjﬁvﬁy\;iﬁ;) JD‘U)M)J}M ;L».PUJ.UM
((pr.lg‘_;lﬁjla:urjjg))\c«awVJju&fV-b
Moses asked his Lord, “Who is the lowest in status of the people of Paradise?” He replied, “It is a man who
will come after the people of Paradise have been admitted into Paradise. He will be told, ‘Enter Paradise,’
but the man will ask, ‘My Lord, how when all the people have settled into their homes and taken their
possessions?’ He will be told, ‘Would you be happy if you had like the kingdom of one of the kings of the
worldly life?” The man will answer, ‘I would be pleased, my Lord.” He (Allah) will say to him, “That is for you
and as much like it, and as much like that, and as much like that, and as much like that.” On the fifth time
(that Allah doubles his kingdom), the man will say, “I am pleased, my Lord!” Allah will then tell him, “This is
for you and ten times as much like it, and you will have whatever your soul desires and whatever delights
your eye.” The man will say, “| am pleased, my Lord.” He (Moses) asked, “And who is the highest of them in
status?” Allah will answer, “They are those | want. | have planted, set their honor with my own hand and
sealed it. So no eye has seen it, no ear has heard of it, and it has never been imagined by a human heart.”

The prophet ( (.Lj e _j,a) also said in a hadith also recorded by Muslim:
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| surely know of the last person of the fire to get out of it. It is a man who will come out of the fire crawling.
He will be told, “Go and enter Paradise.” He will go, enter Paradise and find that people have already settled
in their homes. He will be asked, “Do you remember the time you were just in?” and he will answer, “Yes.”
The man will be told, “Wish,” and he will wish for things. It will then be said, “You will have whatever you
wish for and ten times as much as the worldly life.” The man will then ask, “Are you making fun of me while
you are the King?”

The prophet ( (._L) e &l Ljﬂa) then smiled so much that his back teeth could be seen. When asked why, he said,
“Because the Lord of all creations then smiled.”
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THE FOURTEENTH EVENT

A New Creation to Enter Paradise

After the believers of this life have all entered Paradise, there will still be room for more.
Although Paradise is as expansive as the heavens and earth and the believers have
been admitted to it, it will still not be full. But Allah has guaranteed that both Paradise

and Hell will eventually be filled.**®

As for the fire, the prophet (L. «ls a1 L) said:
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Hell will continue to ask, € Are there more? 3 until the Lord of Might places
his foot in it. It will then cry, “Enough, enough, by your might!” and each part of it

will then be compressed together.**

™% About this guarantee, the prophet ( L. <= a1 L) said in a hadith recorded by Muslim:
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Paradise and the fire argued. The fire said, ‘I inherit the arrogant and proud.” Paradise said, “What is wrong
with me that only weak people enter me, the lowly ones, and those who others disregard?” So Allah said to
Paradise, “You are only my mercy; | show mercy with you to whom | want of my servants,” and he said to
the fire, “You are only my punishment; | punish with you whom | want of my servants, and each one of you

will be full.”
149 Allah says in Strah Qaf, 50:30:
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On the day we say to Hell, “Are you filled?” and it answers, “Are there more?”
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As for Paradise, a new creation will be made, brought into existence and admitted into
Paradise solely by the grace and mercy of Allah. This has been confirmed by hadtth in
“Sahih al-Bukhar” and “Sahih Muslim.”*** And this—that Allah fills Hell with his foot yet

creates a new creation to fill Paradise—is by virtue of his statement:

<. 0 & °, 2. ot 8. . .-

Your Lord has decreed upon himself mercy.?

And as the prophet (.L.; s &! Lo ) narrated from his Lord ( Jis slw):

«w.‘b_bg:,iwggvjol»

“My mercy surely precedes my anger.”*>?

150
151

Recorded by al-Bukhart and Muslim.
For example, the prophet ( L., «\s 41 L) said in a hadith recorded by Muslim:
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As for the fire, it will not be filled until Allah ( s, 8,5 ) puts his leg (over it). It will say, “Enough, enough,

enough,” and it will then be full, each part of it compressed into the other. And Allah does no injustice to any
of his creation. But as for Paradise, Allah will bring into existence a new creation for it.

Also in “Sahth Muslim,” the prophet ((,i.‘J ole a1 o) said:

e s e 8 s 1 3
There will continue to be more space in Paradise until Allah creates a new creation and allows them to live
in the extra space in Paradise.
%2 Sgrah al-Ana’'m, 6:54.
153 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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THE FIFTEENTH EVENT

The Believers See Their Lord

o

s . . # & ., .o.
(EBE G 1o 0 183 05

(Some) faces that day will be radiant, looking at their Lord.**

To explain the verse, faces that day means on the last day, the Day of
Resurrection. € radiant ? here includes beauty because the word used in the verse
comes from the Arabic word &,U.25 (nadarah) which means beauty. This meaning is also

indicated in the statement of Allah (in which a similar form of the same word is used):

bjj.wjzj@ ﬁwj fﬂ‘ﬂééﬁc\ﬂ\ V_ALQ)J
So Allah will protect them from the evil of that day and give them radiance

and happiness.’
In other words: beauty in their faces and happiness in their hearts.
As for € looking at their Lord , it is real sight which occurs from the faces and by the

eyes. This is different from insight that may occur within the heart (similar to the English

usage, “I will look into it.”) which means thinking about or considering something. Here,

154 Sirah al-Qiyamah, 75:22-23.
'%5 Sirah al-Insan, 76:11.

Page 104




however, the looking occurs from the faces and is directed toward the Lord ( s 3¢ ) just

as is explicitly indicated by at their Lord .

This noble verse means that these radiant, beautiful faces will be looking directly at their
Lord (s 3+ ) and, consequently, will increase in beauty. Look at how these faces were
prepared, made ready to look at Allah ( >, 5= ) — they will have been made bright and

beautiful in preparation to look upon the face of Allah.

This verse is a clear proof that Allah will actually be seen with actual eyes and this is the
position of mainstream Muslims who follow the Sunnah (Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah).
They have proven this with the same verses mentioned herein and they also learn this
from the numerous statements of the prophet ( (,L, ale du ) transmitted to the
companions and to their followers and so on. So these texts are explicitly clear as
evidence confirming this (the believers seeing Allah in the hereafter) because they are
within the book of Allah ( J.s ) and the Sunnah of his messenger ((,.Lj ale L;Lp) and

they are reported by many different chains of narration.

So mainstream Muslims who follow the Sunnah hold the belief that the looking, the sight
mentioned here, is real. It does not mean “perception” or “complete awareness”
because Allah says:

EWPENGN

.

Vision does not perceive him.*®

1% Sgrah al-An'am, 6:103.
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Just as knowing with one’s heart does not necessarily equate to perceiving his true

reality. Allah ( Js ) says:

(Gle & Ophons Y3

But they do not encompass him with knowledge.*’

We know our Lord with our hearts yet we still do not know exactly how he is. Similarly,
on the Day of Resurrection we will see our Lord with our own eyes, yet our sight will still

not completely perceive him.

The second verse indicating that believers will see their Lord is the statement of Allah:

€ Ogyke el e )

On thrones, looking.™®

Allah did not mention in this verse specifically what they are looking at so it is general,
including anything that is pleasing to look at. The greatest and most pleasing sight is to

look upon Allah ( lw ) as he says in the very next verse:

“.0 _ o

You will recognize in their faces the radiance of pleasure.*®®

157 Sigrah TaHa, 20:110.
1%8 Srah al-Mutaffifin, 83:23.
159 Sirah al-Mutaffifin, 83:24.
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So the context of the verse is similar to the first one, & faces that day will be radiant,

looking at their Lord # and they will be looking at everything that pleases them.

The third verse regarding the believers looking at Allah is:

(osu,jdm,d\\”“’ S

For those who have done good is the best (reward) and even more.*®

As for & the best , it is Paradise and € even more } is the believers looking at the
face of Allah. This is how the prophet ( 1., <l a1 L. ) explained this verse as is

confirmed in the hadith recorded by Muslim and others:

Z
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When the people of Paradise have entered Paradise, Allah ( s, 2,5 ) will ask,
‘Do you want me to give you something more?” They will say, “Have you not
brightened our faces? Have you not already admitted us into Paradise and saved
us from the fire?” He will then remove the covering and they will not have been

given anything more beloved to them than looking at their Lord ( |, 3+ )16t

%0 Sgrah Yanus, 10:26.
161 Recorded by Muslim.
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After saying that, the prophet (L., «ls &l L) then recited the verse, € For those who
have done good is the best (reward) and even more. ? So this verse is evidence of
seeing Allah as the messenger ( rL) ale dl L;l..o) has explained, and no doubt, he is the
most knowledgeable person of the Quran’s meanings. He explained that it means
looking at the face of Allah and this is the € even more ? reward the believers will be

given in addition to the previous delights of Paradise.

Therefore, this blessing is not the same types of blessing as are well-known of
Paradise. Many of the delights of Paradise are physical in nature: rivers to enjoy,
physical rewards, fruits, pure spouses, etc. Then the blessings and pleasures of the
heart follow. But looking at Allah is a direct delight pleasing to the heart. The people of
Paradise will have never seen anything more enjoyable or satisfying than that. We ask

Allah to make us those who see him.

This blessing is in no way comparable to anything else, not the fruits of Paradise, its
rivers, or anything else. Because of this, Allah said € For those who have done good
is the best (reward) and even more. ? because it is in addition to even the best

rewards of Paradise.

The fourth verse is:

g

350 05 G Oy G B )

There they will have all that they desire and with us is even more.*®?

182 Sgrah Qaf, 50:35.
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Many scholars have explained € but with us is even more just how the prophet ( dl.w

Vi“ﬁ «le 1) explained it — that it is looking at the face of Allah.

So those are the four verses the author (Ibn Taymiyyah) mentions as proof of the
believers seeing Allah. There is also a fifth verse from which Imam al-Shafi'T deduced
that the believers will see Allah. It is the statement of Allah ( s ) about the wicked

sinners:

/ﬁ}o/ .0 _ 0 wi . 08 &
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No! Surely, they will be veiled from (seeing) their Lord that day.*®®

The point he makes from the verse is that since such people will be veiled from Allah
due to his anger with them, then it can be understood that those with whom he is
pleased will not be veiled. So if the people who gain his anger are veiled from Allah then

the people who gain his pleasure will see him ( J=s 5= ).

This deduction of Imam al-Shafi'T is definitely very strong because if everyone was
going to be veiled, prevented from seeing their Lord, then there would have been no

reason to specifically mention only the wicked people in the verse.

183 Sgrah al-Mutaffifin, 83:15.

Page 109




We also believe that seeing Allah in this life is impossible. This is because the current
nature and condition of humans is one that cannot bear looking at Allah ( >, 5= ). How

could it when the prophet ( .L.; «ls &l L») told us about his Lord:

L o . 2 o 7.0 ¢ 28 _
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His veil is light. If he were to remove it, the splendor of his face would burn his

creation, consuming it as far as his sight reaches.***

But as for seeing Allah in the hereafter, it is certainly possible because people that day
will be in a different world. Their nature and condition will be different than they are in
this life. And this is known from all the texts of the Quran and Sunnah that tell about how
people will be, what they will experience during the events of the resurrection and of

their final abode in either the home of bliss or Hell.

About the believers seeing their Lord, the prophet ( 1., «ls &l Lo ) was once with his

companions on a night when the full moon was out. He looked up at the moon and said:

o g o0 807 .o o 7 -0 % La B2 //10 4c 402 /’o’“.ﬁ/<o,// oﬂ?
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You will certainly see your Lord just as you can see this moon; you will have no

trouble in seeing him. So if you can avoid missing a prayer before the sun rises

and a prayer before it sets, then do so0.%®

164 Recorded by Muslim.

185 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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The statement, “You will certainly see your Lord” is addressed to the believers. As for
“‘just as you can see this moon,” this is a real, actual seeing because when we see the
moon, it is actual sight with our eyes. The comparison here is between the sight of the
moon and the sight of Allah, and it is not a comparison between the moon and Allah

because there is nothing like or comparable to Allah.

The prophet (V'L“f ale Al L;L,,) would sometimes try to bring the meaning of what he is
talking about closer to people by mentioning what they understand of perceptible things.
For example, Abd Razin al-‘Uqayli, a companion of the messenger, once asked him,
“‘Messenger of Allah, will each one of us see his Lord, individually on the Day of

Resurrection? And what is a sign similar to that among his creation?” He ( .l & Lo

L) said:

z 0 & o ° 7107 .. -0 .. C"aﬁ)z . o7% . -E -

Abu Razin, do you not each individually see the full moon?

Abii Razin answered, “Yes.” The prophet (L., «ls 41 L) then told him:

el o A6 ) sl e i a LS « ohaef Al
Allah is even greater. That (the moon) is only a single creation from Allah’s

creation, but Allah is even more exalted and greater.*®

186 Recorded by Imam Ahmad (4/11) and Aba Dawad (no. 4731). al-Albani said it is authentic in “Sahih Sunan Abf

Dawid” (3957).
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As for “you will have no trouble in seeing him” in the earlier hadith, different wordings
have come in similar narrations, but the point is that no one will prevent another from
seeing Allah due to crowding or anything else. Each person will see him ( Jlss <lbew)

while he is in the utmost state of tranquility and peace.

As for “So if you can avoid missing a prayer before the sun rises and a prayer before it
sets, then do so,” the prayer before sunrise is Fajr, the morning prayer, and before
sunset is ‘Asr, the afternoon prayer. ‘Asr is even better than Fajr because it is the
middle prayer which Allah has specifically told us to safeguard after mentioning prayers
in general.®” But Fajr is better than ‘Asr from a different perspective in that it is the

prayer that is specifically withessed by the angels as Allah says:
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Keep up prayer from the declining of the sun till the darkness of night and

the morning recitation; surely the morning recitation is witnessed.*®®

There also occurs in an authentic hadtth:

187 This occurs in Sdrah al-Bagarah, 2:238:

Lol all 155 LU alally wilall G 1,k B
Attend constantly to prayers and (in particular) to the middle prayer, and stand up truly obedient to

Allah.
188 Sgrah al-lsra, 17:78.
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Whoever prayers the two cool ones will enter Paradise.*®
The two cool prayers are Fajr and ‘Asr.

What practical benefit do we gain from knowing these verses (and hadith) about the
believers seeing their Lord in Paradise? There is no greater effect on a person’s
behavioral approach and direction in life than this. When anyone realizes that his main
objective, the height of his reward is to look upon the face of his Lord, this life and
everything in it then becomes almost worthless to him in comparison. Nothing else
would compare or be as precious to him as reaching that moment of seeing Allah

( J=s 3¢ ). Itis the goal of every seeker,; it is the final achievement.

If you know that you will one day see your Lord with your own eyes, then by Allah this

life would not mean a thing to you.
Everything of this world is nothing in comparison because the sight of Allah’s face is the
prize for which the competitors compete, the goal to which the racers race, and it is the

greatest triumph of everything.

So if you know this, will you strive to reach it or not?

189 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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CONCLUSION

Mankind is certain to be resurrected. They will rise from their graves after their death,
and this is one of the core beliefs of mainstream Muslims who follow the Sunnah. It is a
belief confirmed by the Quran, the Sunnah, and the consensus of Muslims. Even Jews
and Christians hold this belief as well. Part of their faith is to believe that there will come

a day on which all people will be given life after their death to be judged.

Allah ( J=, 3= ) says in the Quran:
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Those who disbelieve claim they will never be resurrected. Say: Yes, by my

Lord, you will surely be resurrected. Then you will surely be told what you

did, and that, for Allah, is easy.'

And ()= 5+ ) he says:
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Then after that you will certainly die. Then surely, on the Day of

Resurrection, you will be resurrected.*”

9 Sirah al-Taghabun, 64:7.
1 Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:15-16.
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Muslims have always believed they will be brought back to life after death on the Day of

Resurrection and meet their Lord who will judge them for their beliefs and deeds.

[ o . 0. &, . zo_. ] [ o . 0.
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So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever does

an atom’s weight of bad will see it.*"

€ a3 s q;;uj\ s q,\ oum i)

Oh mankind, surely you are working towards your Lord, work that you will

meet.'”®

Remember this meeting constantly so you will act with it always in mind, fearing to
stand in front of Allah ( >; 5= ) on the Day of Resurrection having no good deeds. Look
at what you have prepared for the day of your death. What have you prepared for the
meeting day? Most people today are concerned more so with what they have prepared
for their future in this life, knowing full well that that which they prepare for they may
never even see. People have planned out what they will do tomorrow or the day after
but they never reached tomorrow. What is certain, however, is that most people are

unaware, totally unconcerned with this meeting:

o2 2

U6 1058 2B )

2 Sirah al-zalzalah, 99:7-8.
'8 Sirah al-Inshigaq, 84:6.
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But their hearts are covered with confusion over this.*#

Allah ( s ) tells us:

o o .0, _ )‘la,ﬁ
s e dlas peosaal )

Indeed you were heedless of this...}”

Meaning: of the Day of Resurrection. He then says:

€0 o3l 1l g Ol LSS 3

...now we have removed your covering, and your sight today is clear.*’
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174 Sgrah al-Muminan, 23:63.
75 Sarah Qaf, 50:22.
176 Sarah Qaf, 50:22.
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